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ABSTRACT
Rural sociologists have noted many changes in rural society 
within recent years. In light of these changes, they have predicted 
among other things, that the rural family would lose its importance 
as a socializing agency, that is, parents in rural areas would not 
play a. significant other role in the formation of their children's 
belief system. The study done was an attempt to test the validity 
of this general statement.
Specifically, the purpose of the study was: (1) to determine
the congruency of parents1 and their children's attitudes toward local 
and future issues; and (2) to determine what sociological factors 
account for a high degree of congruency of parent-child attitudes.
More specifically, this was an investigation of the socialization 
process within the family and factors which account for a high 
degree of socialization in the family.
The investigation was conducted in a rural area of western 
Louisiana. All parents in the study locale having children enrolled 
in grades 9 - 1 2  were interviewed. Their children in high school 
were interviewed a short time later and asked the same questions as had 
been asked of their parents. A total of 64 parent-child pairs partici-
t
pated in the study.
The issues on which the parents' and children's attitudes were 
compared related to two different time references. One set of issues 
dealt with current local issues. Twenty-seven statements relating to
local Issues with emphasis on forestry conservation.were asked the 
respondents and they Indicated their degree of agreement or disagreement 
with each statement. A factor analysis was done In order to reduce the 
27 Indices to unidimensional categories. Thus, it was possible to 
reduce the 27 indices to five conceptual variables (factors) which 
included 18 of the items. These variables were identified according 
to the common element of the clustered items. The five variables were:
(1) Beliefs as to why people burn the woods; (2) Attitude toward paper 
companies; (3) Attitude toward burning the woods; (4) Attitude toward 
land ownership; and (5) Attitude toward government agencies' services.
The second set of issues was future oriented and dealt, with the 
occupational and educational aspirations and expectations of youth.
Twelve personal social characteristics of household heads were 
related to parent-child congruency scores on the nine issues listed 
above. Eight of these variables, identified as socio-economic factors, 
were: family income, family net worth, education of father, education of
mother, number of parents employed, father's occupational level, owner­
ship of land, and size of home place. The remaining four variables were: 
family size, age of father, age of mother, and father's membership in 
voluntary organizations.
Three general hypotheses were formulated: (1) There will be
congruency in the responses of rural parents and their children on 
current local issues. (2) There will be incongruency on the responses 
of parents and their children toward later life achievement goals for
xi
youth. (3) There will be a negative relationship between socio-economic 
characteristics of household heads and attitude incongruency scores for 
parents and their children.
The data collected supported all three general hypotheses 
devised. In addition, it was found that rural parents were not an 
important source of information for their children's occupational aspira­
tions.
On the basis of the findings made, it was concluded that the 
rural family remains an important source of influence on the development 
of the children's attitudes about local issues, but is not greatly 
influential in the attitudes their children develop on future oriented 
issues. It is suggested that these findings have implications for 





THE PROBLEM AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
X. INTRODUCTION
Rural society has changed in recent years in many ways, including 
population shifts, shifts in power, and trends toward community disorga­
nization. Along with the above changes, rural sociologists have noted 
a transformation in the traditionally close knit rural family. The 
trend has been for the latter to more closely resemble its urban counter­
part. Rogers emphasizes this point and states the functions of the
rural family are changing and its members are drifting toward individ- 
1ualism. Taylor and Jones contend that with increased urbanization there
is a reduction of the social, space the family occupies in the lives of 
2its members. Burchinal, summarizing several studies of the rural
3family, states there is declining familism in rural society.
Everett M. Rogers, Social Change in Rural Society (New York: 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1960), pp. 171-72. Rogers also gives four 
factors which caused the changes in the modern rural family. These are: 
industrialization, urbanization, children are no longer an asset and 
the change in modern household appliances.
2Lee Taylor and Arthur R. Jones, Jr., Rural Life and Urbanized 
Society (New York: Oxford University Press, 1964), p. 345.
3Lee G. Burchinal, "The Rural Family of the Future," Our 
Changing Rural Society: Perspectives and Trends, James H, Copp, editor
(Ames, Iowa: Iowa State University Press, 1964), pp. 159-97.
1
In light of the above, one would expect that agreement of parents 
and children on various issues would differ. More specifically, it 
seems logical that the influence of rural parents on their children has 
decreased in recent years.
Hough, Summers and O'Meara, studying parent influence on rural
youths’ attitudes, emphasize that there have been few attempts to
independently examine the correspondence of attitudes of parents and
4their children in rural areas. It thus appears worthwhile to investi­
gate whether or not rural youth do, in fact, hold attitudes contrary to 
their parents. A study of this type would add support to or would tend 
to disprove the statement that rural parents and their children are 
incongruent in their responses to various issues. This investigation 
represents a research effort with such an objective.
II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The focus of this research project is on the congruency of 
attitudes of parents and their children. More specifically, the first 
portion of the study was designed to analyze the congruency and/or 
incongruency of responses of rural high school students with the 
responses of their parents concerning selected issues of local community 
concern and issues of future orientation (later life achievement) for
Richard L. Hough, Gene F. Summers, and James O'Meara, "Parental 
Influence, Youth Contraculture, and Rural Adolescent Attitudes Toward 
Minority Groups," Rural Sociology XXXIV (September, 1969), 384.
the youth. The second part of the study was planned as an analysis of 
certain sociological variables which are related to a high degree of 
congruency between the attitudes of parents and their children. In the 
former instance, the interest is in the areas of high degree of congruency 
between parents and children or the indications of transference of atti­
tudes from parents to children (socialization), while in the latter 
instance the purpose is the determination of the sociological variables 
which might account for the congruency of parent-child responses.
The specific objectives for this study were:
1. To determine the attitudes of a sample group of rural high school 
students and their parents toward (a) selected local issues, and' 
(b) later life achievement goals for youth.
2. To determine the congruency of parent-child responses to selected 
issues.
3. To determine the sociological variables which account for high 
congruency in parent-child responses.
III. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
The study done was cast primarily in terms of social systems and 
role theory. It was assumed that human behavior can be explained and 
understood in terms of a series of variables which are inter-related. 
(These variables are the cultural structure, personality, situation and 
social interaction).
4
The Nature of Social Systems
In society, the behavior of persons and groups Is Integrated Into 
a more or less cohesive whole through patterns of interaction.^ This 
Integration of behavior arises out of what Buckley refers to as the inter-
g
communication of information. More specifically, society is composed of 
many social systems which individually encompass a plurality of actors 
(two or more) directed toward attaining a goal and whose relations to each 
other are guided by a pattern of structured and shared symbols and expec­
tations.^ Thus, one can conceptualize a social system as an interactional 
unit. In this regard, the parts of a system are all interactional in
g
nature and are manifest as processes of action and reaction.
Social systems are basic analytical units for sociology, i.e.,
they are seen as models for understanding social organization. Within a
given society there are micro and macro system entities. The former
include individual groups while the latter include social systems which
are made up of two or more groups (complex organizations, communities and 
9societies).
^Alvln L. Bertrand, Basic Sociology: An Introduction to Theory and
Method (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1967)., p. 22.
^Walter Buckley, Sociology and Modern Systems Theory (Englewood 
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Incorporated, 1967), p. 82.
^Bertrand, Basic Sociology, op. cit., p. 25.
®Alvin L. Bertrand, Social Organization and Social Structure: A
Modern System and Role Theory Perspective (unpublished manuscript, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1970), p. 24.
9Ibid., p. 191.
The research done was focused primarily on one type of social 
system, families. This is not to suggest that one can isolate a family's 
behavior completely from other social systems for, obviously, the 
contrary is true. Families are only one small part of larger systems such 
as communities and societies. However, the point was that the behavior 
studied was manifest primarily at family levels.
Structural Elements of Social Systerns: A Language for Role Theory
In the approach taken, social systems are seen as made up of 
three basic structural elements. The smallest element is the norm.
Norms refer to required or acceptable behavior in given situations. Norms 
are rooted in the cultural structure (social heritage) and are acquired 
through the process of socialization.^ Associated with norms are values 
and attitudes, which can be seen as predispositions to act toward 
objects, persons or ideas. They are a part of behavior in that they are 
developed within the cultural structure and influence interaction. How­
ever, they differ from norms in that they are not specific in nature and 
11not acts as such.
The second analytical element of social systems is a role. Roles
are made up of bundles of norms which are dedicated to the same function.
12A role, as a norm, is unifunctional.
■^Bertrand, Basic Sociology, op. cit., p. 144.
ll'Bertrand, Social Organization and Social Structure, op. cit., 
pp. 118-25.
l^Bertrand, Basic Sociology, loc. cit., and Bertrand, Social 
Organization and Social Structure, op. cit., p . 25.
The third basic analytical unit in a simple system is the status- 
'13
position. Status-positions are the places where one can locate actors
within social systems. The status-position is usually made of several
roles and is thus multi-functional in nature. However, they must not be
14thought of as synonymous with the individual occupying the position.
The above concepts are the ones which are most generally used by 
role theorists. They represent the1 analytical terms most often utilized 
in explaining behavior within groups and organizations.
The Explanation of Behavior: An Interactional Model
Behavior can be explained in terms of a model including three 
variables. First, there is the variable of the cultural structure, 
which is seen as the patterns for living (normative behavior) which 
individuals have learned. The second variable is the personality of 
individual, actors which includes traits such as age, sex, race, and 
attributes which contribute to their behavior. Situational factors 
represent the third set of variables and include those conditions over 
which the individual has little or no control. The interplay of these 
three factors--culture, personality and situation--as perceived by the
Bertrand, Basic Sociology, loc. cit.
14Two other structural elements exist in social system analysis 
but these apply to multi-group structures. Within complex organizations 
one can locate actors by their situses, or to all the status-positions 
they hold within a complex organization. A Station is the location of an 
actor within a community or society. It is made up of all the situses 
which the actor holds. (See Bertrand, Basic Sociology, op. cit., pp. 145 
46).
actors in behavioral situation results in interactional relations. The 
latter are organizational in nature if they- fall within a range accept­
able in the social system within which they occur and are disorganiza- 
tional in nature if they are not within patterns which will be tolerated.
The behavioral variables of most relevance to this study were 
construed to be the cultural structure and situational factors. The 
former was related to the background of values and beliefs of the 
respondents in the nature of local issues. The latter, the situational
factor, was the prevailing social climate in the sense that young people
16tend to be future oriented, ° and there was limited opportunity available 
for youth in the study area.
Analytical Approach
The analytical units just discussed were used in the analysis done
in the following way. Status-positions were identified in families,
i.e.: (1) husband-father, (2) wife-mother, (3) son-brother, and/or
(4) daughter-sister. The several roles played by the husband-father
were seen as being reciprocal to roles of other family members. Two of
these roles were identified as the most relevant for this study:
1. The husband-father's role of teacher, which is reciprocally 
related to children's role of student.
■'■’Bertrand, Social Organization and Social Structure, op. cit.. 
pp. 28-36.
^Ralph Turner has documented the "future oriented" behavior of 
youth. See: Ralph Turner, The Social Context of Ambition (San Francisco:
Chandler Publishing Company, 1964).
2. The husband-father's role of counselor, which is reciprocally 
related to the children's role of counselee.
In the first instance, the notion was that children were socialized 
to certain patterns of behavior by their father as a normal instructive 
process. More specifically, it was hypothesized that a transference of 
social values (attitudes) took place from father to the child on given 
local or community problems. In turn, the attitudes and values learned 
from the parent provided a frame of reference for the future behavior 
of the child.
The role of counselor is closely related to the role of teacher. 
However, the former implies that behavior is related to future options 
which are not clear-cut, and which carry no clear-cut rightness or 
wrongness, such as one's future occupational plans.
Findings relative to the above two roles are reported in the 
remainder of this dissertation.
CHAPTER II
SOCIALIZATION AND PARENT-CHILD ATTITUDE CONGRUENCY:
A SELECTED REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Socialization is the process in a social system by which an 
individual learns and internalizes appropriate patterns, values and 
feelings. In its broadest sense, socialization is the process by 
which a person learns the ways of a given society or system so that he 
can function within that society. The actors in social systems and 
subsystems are agents of socialization and they socialize the individual 
members of their groups into acceptable patterns and values.
I. SOCIALIZATION AND THE FAMILY
The subject under examination here is that of family influence on 
the socialization of the child as seen in the acquisition of attitudes 
and factors associated with high congruency of attitudes. The family 
is the first and most important socializing agent and it remains the 
major socializing agency for most individuals. In this regard, Elken 
states:
It is a primary group whose close, intense, and enduring 
emotional attachments are, as we have observed, crucial not only 
as the prototypes of subsequent ties, but also for adequate 
socialization and emotional development of the child.1
■^Frederick Elken, The Child and Society: The Process of Sociali­
zation (New York: Random House, 1960), p. 47.
9
10
Lindzey, discussing the Influence of parents In determining Inter­
group attitudes, states that upon parents, as primary agents of social­
ization, falls major responsibility for the transition of cultural norms 
in this as in other areas. Parents frequently have attitudes that 
deviate to some extent from the norm for their group, and in this case
it is usually their own attitudes which they try to transmit to their 
2children.
Hollinshead, in his classical study of youth, found that an
adolescent's home conditions in a very definite way affect his behavior
1 ‘
in relation to church, job, recreation and school. The family sets
the stage upon which the child acts and provides him with ways of
acting and definitions of action. The adolescent learns in the family
3a series of definitions for situations.
Attitudes, as mental orientations to referents or predispositions
4to react favorably or unfavorably toward something, are a part of the 
learning process of the individual, in the family or otherwise. This 
does not mean that attitudes are consciously taught, for much of the
Gardner Lindzey (ed.), Handbook of Social Psychology (Reading, 
Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1954), II, 1938.
3August B. Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: John Wiley
and Sons, 1949), pp. 441-45.
4These two definitions of attitudes are given respectively by: 
Arthur W. Foshay and K, D. Wann, Children's Social Values (New York: 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 1964), p. 25. Sarah Carolyn 
Fisher, Relationships in Attitudes. Opinions and Values Among Family 
Members (University of California Publications in Culture and Society, 
Vol. II, No. 2. Berkeley, California: University of California Press,
1948), p. 33.
11
teaching of attitudes is unintentional. Ginzberg notes that many of 
the attitudes of children come from informal instruction in the home, 
i.e. through "osmosis." Children observe the reactions of their mother 
and father or see and hear how parents act towards the neighbors, or 
they are present when guests selected by their parents are entertained.*’ 
Foshay and Wann have suggested that in this sense, attitudes are 
"caught" rather than taught. There are, however, some attitudes that 
are directly taught.**
The greater direction of influence in the development of atti­
tudes is that of parent to child.J This is due to two factors in the
relationship between the individual (the child) and the socializing 
agency (a family). The first factor is the nature of the roles 
regulating the interpersonal relationship.
There are certain social relationships whose primary function 
in society is to train society's members. In the teacher-pupil 
and the parent-child relationships the broad and dominant purpose 
is the physical care and training of the child so that he may 
become a socially suitable member of society. The major function 
in these relationships is to produce, if you will, certain kinds 
of behavior and attitudes in the person being trained. In such 
relationships the role of the child is formally given as that of a 
person being socialized.®
Eli Ginzberg.The Nation's Children (New York: Columbia Univer­
sity Press, 1960), p. 65. See also: Herbert Hyman, Political Socializa
tion (New York: Free Press of Glencoe, 1959), p. 69.
6Fashay and Wann, o£. cit.. p. 30.
7Fisher, o£. cit.. p. 37.
8Orville G. Brim, Jr. and Stanton Wheeler, Socialization After 
Childhood; Two Essays (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1966), p. 34.
12
The second factor is the power and affectivity in the relationship.
The first indicates the degree to which the socializing agent 
(the parent in these particular studies) exerts dominance or 
authority in relationship to his child, as against being permis­
sive or democratic or even, in some cases, submissive. The second 
indicates the degree to which there is a highly affective rela­
tionship between the parent and child, in contrast with one of low 
affectivity or 'affective neutrality,1. . .
Although the direction of influence is to youths from their 
parents for the younger set, some authorities suggest that for older 
adolescents this may not be true. They note that two groups compete 
in the socialization of such individuals. These groups are the family 
and the youth's peers. Coleman, perhaps, has contributed most to 
knowledge on the influence of peers on other youth.1® He states that 
in an industrial society two conditions make the task of educating 
children more complex than in the past. One of these is change.
Our society is changing at an ever increasing rate; adults 
cannot afford to shape their children in their own image. Parents 
are often obsolescent in their skills, trained for jobs that are 
passing out of existence and thus unable to transmit directly 
their accumulated knowledge. They come to be out of touch with 
the times, and unable to understand, much less Inculcate, the 
standards of a social order that has changed since they were young.11
The second factor is that of economic specialization. Coleman 
says that while the father's job has become specialized, the son still
^Ibid., p. 36.
James S. Coleman, The Adolescent Society (New York: The Free
Press of Glencoe, 1961).
11Ibid.. p. 2. Also see: Eli Ginzberg, Occupational Choice 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1951), p. 236.
13
must be trained through public schools as a generalist. Furthermore,
the son often never sets foot in his father's place of work because the
12father's activities are carried out far from home.
Coleman continues his argument that the family is not the sole 
source of information for older youth by emphasizing that the training 
period necessary for a young person to find his place as an adult in
society is long. In addition, society has relegated education of the
13individual to places outside the home.
In sum, Coleman feels that the adolescent today is cut off, 
probably more than ever before, from adult society. Though still 
oriented toward fulfilling their parents' desires, adolescents look 
increasingly to their peers for approval.
Coleman's findings, however, indicate that the correspondence 
(agreement) of parent and child was closer in schools located in small 
towns. This would tend to suggest that the rural farm and rural non­
farm families exert more influence on their youth than families in
14larger towns or cities.
Further support for the position that rural youth have not 
emerged as much into youth subcultures as elaborated by Coleman and 
that they still look to the family as their primary.reference group
•^Coleman, Loc. cit.
13Ibid., p. 3. 
l4Ibid.
14
is given by Bealer and Willits. Their conclusions were: The youths in
the study accepted the family as their most important reference group.
The authors stated:
The characterization of adolescence as a period of rebellion 
against parental norms and rejection of traditional values is 
questionable, particularly among rural youth. The adolescent seems, 
in fact, to be tolerant of behavior which deviates from tradi­
tionalism and to regard his family rather than his peer group as ^
the most important point of reference in formulating his attitudes.
In summary, the family is an important source in the developing 
of their children's attitudes. Parental influence is due to two factors
in the relationship between the child and family— the nature of roles
and the power and affectivity in the relationship. Coleman, however, 
contends that today the youth are cut off from the adult society and 
more than ever before the youth look increasingly to their peers for 
approval. However, there is evidence to support the proposition that 
in rural families, youth look more to their family than their peers as 
a reference group.
II. SELECTED STUDIES OF PARENT-CHILD 
ATTITUDE CONGRUENCY
The purpose of this section is a review of selected studies 
designed to compare the attitude of parents and their children. The 
discussion is divided into two parts. The first is concerned with
^Robert Bealer and Fern K. Willits, "Rural Youth: A Case Study
in the Rebelliousness of Adolescents," The Annals of the American Academy 
of Political and Social Sciences. CCCXXXVIII (November, 1961), 68.
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parental Influence on general attitudes which are of more current 
community concerns and the second focuses on parental Influence on their 
children's later life achievement aspirations which is a future orienta­
tion.
Studies of General Attitudes
Studies comparing the attitudes of parents and children 
cover many areas; but two emphases appear to dominate: intergroup
relations and political attitudes. It is for this reason that the 
following discussion focuses primarily on comparisons relating to these 
two attitudinal areas.
Intergroup attitudes. The research done reveals the crucial
role parents play in the development of their children's ethnic atti­
tudes. Comparative investigations of student-parent feelings range 
from studies of grade school children to studies of college students, 
but the findings are basically the same.
Horowitz and Horowitz, in the study of a sample of southern 
grade school’ children, found that parents were the primary source of 
children's racial attitudes. In addition, younger children were more 
aware that their attitude stemmed from their parents' beliefs, while 
older children tended to lose conscious recollection of the origins 
of their attitudes. These authors also found that parents had given 
direct instruction in these attitudes although they could not recall 
doing so. The authors, however, do warn that the parents were not the 
sole influence on their childrens' attitudes. Apparently, as the child
16
got older, he devised rationalizations of various sorts to support his
16attitudes, but his attitudes were maintained with little change.
Allport and Kramer, in a study of college students, found that 
the majority of their respondents were influenced by their parents 
ethnic attitudes. More of the ''prejudiced" than of the "unprejudiced" 
students reflected their parents' feelings.^
Frenkel-Brunswik and Hovel studied students 10-15 years of age 
in two metropolitan and one small town high school. They investigated 
the attitudes of the parents of their students as well. With respect 
to prejudice against Negroes, Jews and general prejudice they found 
correlation coefficients between parent and child attitudes ranging
M ,
from .2 to .6. This finding was suggestive of intra-familial influence 
upon ethnocentricism as well as ethnic tolerance and intolerance. The
authors made no comparison based on residence in metropolitan areas
18 19versus small town. Bird, Monaschesi, and Burdick, and Radke and
16E.L. Horowitz and R.E. Horowitz, "Development of Social Atti­
tudes in Children," Sociometry, I (January-April, 1938), 336.
17Gordon W. Allport and B.M. Kramer, "Some Roots of Prejudice," 
Journal of Psychology. XXII (July, 1946), 18-19. For further support 
see: E, Frenkel-Brunswik and R.N. Sandford, "Some Personality Corre­
lates of Anti-Semitism," Journal of Psychology, XX (October, 1945), 271- 
91; and J.F.A. Rosenblith, "A Replication of Some Roots of Prejudice," 
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology. XLIV (October, 1949), 470-89.
18E. Frenkel-Brunswik and J. Hovel, "Prejudice in the Interviews 
with Children: Attitudes Towards Minority Groups," Journal of Genetic
Psychology. LXXXII (March, 1953), 131.
19C. Bird, E. Monachesi and H. Burdick, "Infiltration and the 
Attitudes of White and Negro Parents and Children," Journal of Abnormal 
and Social Psychology. XLVII (July, 1952), 688-89.
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20Trager did research which supported the general conclusion of the 
latter studies, but reported low positive correlations.
Hough, Summers and O'Meara point out that adolescent attitudes 
and behavior have usually been determined by asking adolescents what 
considerations affected their decisions on certain matters. Their
critique of this procedure is that there is little independent testing
21of Interviewees' reference groups for similarity of attitudes. In 
a study of independent groups, they found students reflect fairly 
accurately the attitudes of their parents toward minority groups. They 
state, ". . .the evidence we found indicated the continued importance 
of parents in determining their children's attitudes toward minority 
groups."22
Political attitudes. Hyman surveyed several political socializa­
tion studies conducted between 1930 and 1950. His conclusions from this
study were that the family is foremost among the agencies of youth
23socialization related to politics. He observes:
When children and their parents are measured independently 
and agreements in political views are established, it supports the
20M.J. Radke and H.G. Trager, "Children's Perceptions of the 
Social Roles of Negroes and Whites," Journal of Psychology. XXIX (January, 
1950), 3-33.
2-^Richard L. Hough, Gene F. Summers, and James O'Meara, "Parental 
Influence, Youth Contraculture, and Rural Adolescent Attitudes Toward 
Minority Groups." Rural Sociology. XXXIV (September, 1969), 384.
22Ibid.. p. 386.
2^Hyman, Loc. cit.
2Ainference that the family transmits politics to the children.
Berelson and Steiner also reviewed the influence of family on the 
opinions, attitudes and beliefs of children with respect to politics.
They found the opinions, attitudes and beliefs of children and youths 
usually corresponded to those of their parents. They note, however:
1. As for political affairs, what is typically learned or passed 
on is not so much an ideology as a party affiliation.
2. Between generations, the weaker the parents' feelings on a 
matter, the less influence they exert oh their children.
3. As a child grows up, he grows away from the original parental 
influence to the extent that he comes into contact with new 
ways of life, new social groups, new community environments, 
and so on.
4. Among young people, the more important the subject of the 
opinions, attitudes and beliefs is to them, the more likely 
they are to go along with their peers rather than their parents.
Jennings and Niemi examined the patterns of parent-child attitude
correspondence on several political measures and found that parental
influence appeared to be less within recent times than in the past.
Their sample population consisted of seniors from 97 secondary schools
and their parents. Four measures were used: (1) party identification,
(2) attitudinal positions on four specific issues, (3) evaluations of
26socio-political groups, and (4) political cynicism.
24Ibid., p. 52.
ncBernard Berelson and Gary A. Steiner, Human Behavior: Mi Inven­
tory of Scientific Findings (New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1964), 
pp. 564-65.
2^M. Kent Jennings and Richard G. Niemi, "The Transmission of 
Political Values from Parent to Child," The American Political Sciences 
Review, LXII (March, 1968), 172.
Their findings on party identification generally were consistent 
with earlier studies. They state:
The observed similarity between parents and students suggests 
that transmission of party preference from one generation to the 
next is carried out rather successfully in the American context.^7
Parent-child opinions on two specific and relevant issues and two 
more abstract issues were compared. The former issues concerned integra­
tion in the schools and use of prayers in schools. The former more 
abstract issue dealt with communists holding public office and allowing 
persons to speak against churches and religion. The correlations 
(tau-b) between parent and child attitudes decreased on the four issues 
as the issues were more abstract. (These correlations were .34, .29,
O O  . ..13, .05 respectively). The authors emphasized that abstract topics, 
such as the two used, are not prime candidates for dinner-talk discus­
sion or inadvertent cue-giving, nor do they tap the basic sentiments and 
attitudes characteristic of the integration and prayer issues. They 
note, ". . .the articulation of political opinions is only moderately 
strong on salient, concrete issues and virtually nil on more abstract 
issues."^
Students' and parents' attitudes toward eight socio-political 
groupings were also compared by Jennings and Niemi. These groupings
20
were collectivities of people distinguished by certain physical,
locational, social, religious and membership characteristics. It was
noted that these groupings had easily recognized labels but differed in
terms of relative visibility. However, the product-moment correlations
between students' and their parents' evaluations were relatively low and
30decreased as they had less distinguishable properties. They explained
their findings in this manner:
What we begin to discern, then, is a pattern of congruences 
which peak only over relatively concrete, salient values suscep­
tible to repeated reinforcement in the family (and elsewhere, 
perhaps), as in party identification and in certain issues and 
group evaluations.
The fourth measure used to determine political differences was
political cynicism. This was assessed from a five-item Guttman scale
devised from questions concerning the conduct of the national government.
The aggregate scores reflected remarkably less cynicism among students
than among parents. This finding was interpreted as indicating that
the more global orientations to political life yield opposite parent-
student correspondence than the more specific issues. This finding
further supports the suggestion that correspondence of parent-child
32attitudes is low on abstract issues.
30Ibid., pp. 175-76. 
3^Ibid., p. 177. 
32Ibid., pp. 177-79.
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Other attitudes. Remmers and Weltman, in a study done in rural
high schools in the Midwest, compared the attitudes of parents, pupils
and teachers on 16 issues. They found greater congruency between
parent and child than between teacher and pupil. There was a high
degree of commonality of attitudes between parent and child, and the
attitudes of parents could be fairly accurately predicted from those
of their children and vice versa. The data suggested that older
children (grades 11 and 12) were less like their parents in attitude
33patterns than younger children (grades 9 and 10).
Kirkpatrick and Stone studied the attitudes of college students
and their parents toward religion. They found a significant difference
between parents and their college level children. The former were
34generally more favorable to church or religious tenets.
Jennings and Niemi also compared parent-child attitudes with 
respect to religion. They found that church affiliation of youth, like 
political party affiliation, was very similar to that of their parents. 
Church preference was internalized to a moderately greater extent than 
party preference. Further examination of parent-child congruency in 
religious belief was made by confronting the two groups with four 
statements having to do with the literal and/or divine nature of the
33H.H. Remmers and Naomi Weltman, "Attitude Inter-Relationships 
of Youth, Their Parents, and Their Teachers," Journal of Social Psychol­
ogy. XXVI (August, 1947), 61-68.
34Clifford Kirkpatrick and Sarah Stone, "Attitude Measurement and 
the Comparison of Generations," Journal of Applied Psychology, XIX 
(October, 1935), 564-82.
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Bible. The results were similar to those found when political values
were tested in the same way. Once the subject matter moves out from
central basic identification patterns the transmission of parental 
35values fades.
Studies of Attitudes Toward Later Life Achievement
The above review of studies of parents'and their childrens'
attitudes toward minority groups and political questions were more
oriented toward the present than the past or future. In this section,
studies dealing more with the future orientation of parents and youth
are treated. Selected studies of parent-child congruency on the later
life achievement of the child are especially reviewed. In this regard,
studies of aspirations and expectations of youth have focused primarily
* '■ 36on the factors which account for the level of aspirations of youth.
35Jennings and Niemi, oj>. cit., pp. 179-80.
36For a review of literature available regarding past and present 
research of youth aspirations see: William P. Kuvlesky and George W.
Ohlendorf, A Bibliography of Literature on Status Projections of Youth:
1̂. Occupational Aspirations and Expectations. Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Sociology, Information Report No. 67-10 (College Station: 
Texas ASM University, September, 1967); George W. Ohlendorf, Sherry Wages, 
and Willian P. Kuvlesky, A Bibliography of Literature on Status Projec­
tions of Youth: II. Educational Aspirations and Expectations, Depart­
ment of Agricultural Economics and Sociology, Information Report 67-11 
(College Station: Texas A&M University, September, 1967); William P.
Kuvlesky and John Pelham, Orientation of Rural Youth: Occupational
Status, Structured Annotations and Evaluations of the Research Litera­
ture, Department of Agricultural Economics and Sociology, Technical 
Report No. 3 (College Station: Texas A&M University, September, 1966);
and Joe L. Spaeth, "Occupational Prestige Expectations Among Male College 
Graduates," American Journal of Sociology, LXXIII (March, 1968), 548-58.
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A few studies have compared the aspirations of rural parents for 
their child or children with the aspirations of the youth themselves. 
These studies were carried out by first asking the students what their 
occupational and educational aspirations were and then asking them about 
their mother's and father's occupational and educational aspiration for 
them. The emphasis of researchers is generally on the stress or 
encouragement of youth by their parents toward certain occupational or
educational achievement. In some instances the authors compare
38parent and peer influences on youth, and in others an attempt is made
David J. Bordua, "Educational Aspirations and Parental Strees 
on College," Social Forces. XXXVIII (March, 1960), 262-69; A.O. Haller, 
"Planning to Farm: A Social Psychological Interpretation," Social Forces.
XXXVII (March, 1959), 263-68; A.O. Haller, "The Occupational Achievement 
Process of Farm-Reared Youth in Urban-Industrial Society," Rural Sociol­
ogy, XXV (September, 1960), 321-33; Joseph A. Kahl, "Educational and 
Occupational Aspirations of Common-Man Boys," Harvard Educational Review. 
XXIII (Summer, 1953), 186-203; Leonard B. Siemens, The Influence of 
Selected Family Factors on the Educational and Occupational Aspiration 
Levels of High School Boys and Girls. Faculty of Agriculture and Home 
Economics (Winnipeg, Canada: University of Manitoba, June, 1965), pp. 65-
71; William H. Sewell and Vimal P. Shah, "Social Class, Parental Encour­
agement, and Educational Aspiration," American Journal of Sociology.
LXXIII (March, 1968), 559-72; and Richard L. Simpson, "Parental Influence, 
Anticipatory Socialization and Social Mobility," American Sociological 
Review. XXVII (August, 1962), 517-22.
38L.W. Drabick, The Vocational Agriculture Student and His Peers 
Department of Agriculture Education and Rural Sociology, Educational 
Research Series No. 1 (Raleigh: North Carolina State University, August,
1963); Otis D. Duncan, et.al,, "Peer Influences on Aspirations: A
Reinterpretation." American Journal of Sociology. LXXIV (September, 1968), 
119-37; and A.O. Haller and C.E. Butterworth, "Peer Influences on Levels 
of Occupational and Educational Aspirations," Social Forces. XXXVIII 
(May, 1960), 289-95.
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to determine whether the father is most influential in determining the
39student's occupational choice. The findings of the latter investiga­
tions indicate the mother is the most influential parent in determining 
youths' occupational aspirations.
Certain psychologically oriented studies have dealt with parental 
influence on the future occupational choice of their children from the 
point of view of early childhood training and satisfaction with family 
relationship',: Roe developed a theory that if a child experiences warm,
loving parents he will be oriented toward occupations predominantly 
involving people. By contrast, if the child comes from a home that is 
cold, with rejecting parents, he will be predisposed to non-person
occupations, such as those involving inanimate objects, other living 
40things or ideas. This theory has not received a great deal of support.
39W.S. Bennett, Jr. and N.P. Gist, "Class and Family Influences 
on Student Aspirations," Social Forces. XLIII (December, 1964), 167-73; 
L.G. Burchinal, "Differences in Educational and Occupational Aspirations 
of Farm, Small Town and City Boys," Rural Sociology, XXVI (June, 1961), 
107-21; Lawrence W. Drabick, Perceived Sources of Influence Upon Occupa­
tional and Educational Aspirations, Department of Agricultural Education 
and Rural Sociology, Educational Research Series No. 8 (Raleigh: North
Carolina State University, 1967), pp. 5-14, 30-31, 41-48, and 63-67; and 
N.P. Gist and W.S. Bennett, Jr., "Aspirations of Negro and White Stu­
dents, " Social Forces, XLII (October, 1963), 40-48.
40L.B. Green and H.J. Parker, "Parental Influence Upon Adoles­
cents' Occupational Choice: A Test of an Aspect of Roe's Theory,"
Journal of Counseling Psychology, XII (Winter, 1965), 379. Also see: 
Rusell R. Dynes, Alfred C. Clarke, and Simon Divitz, "Levels of Occupa­
tional Aspirations: Some Aspects of Family Experience as a Variable,"
American Sociological Review, XXI (April, 1956), 212-15; and William A. 
Rushing, "Adolescent-Parent Relationship and Mobility Aspirations," 
Social Forces, XLIII (December, 1964), 157-66.
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Ginzberg emphasizes that in a fluid social structure like our 
own, the family is an important influence on occupational choices of the 
younger generation.
For it is as a member of a family that the child first learns 
about the jobs that exist in the adult world; it may be through 
the family that he acquires his first experience at work; and it 
is through the family that he is encouraged to follow one path and 
discouraged from following another, even if only indirectly through 
his absorption of familial attitudes and values.^
The influence of parents is often not in terms of "specific 
assistance" in preparing for later life achievement. Some of the influ­
ence of lower-class parents on their children is in negative form, that
42is, they discourage their children from following their footsteps.
Kahl, investigating family influence on their sons, interviewed 
the parents of two student groups to determine parental pressure on 
students' aspirations. One group (12 boys) planned to go to college, 
the other group (12 boys) did not plan to attend college. His concern 
was primarily with the parents' satisfaction with their own lot (based 
on the fathers' attitudes toward their own success in life) and how this 
affected the advice they gave their sons. A definite positive correla­
tion was found between parental attitudes and boys' attitudes toward 
college and lifetime jobs. Eight boys, who were planning to go to 
college, were from families that wanted to "get ahead" and four from 
those content to "get by". Eleven boys, who were not planning to go to
41Ginzberg, Occupational Choice, op. cit., p. 234. 
42Ibid.
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college, were from families content to "get by" and only one was from
43a family that "wanted to get ahead."
Dyer compared the attitudes of parents and children toward the
father's job. He found that the children were generally less satisfied
with their father's occupation than were their parents and that white
collar children were more satisfied with their father's job than were
blue collar children. Neither parents nor children from either
occupational strata (blue and white collar) desired that the children
follow in their father's occupation. This finding was true despite the
general trend for sons of lower occupational class workers to follow in
44their father's footsteps.
The studies cited support the general conclusion that the extent
to which parents stress high level educational and occupational goals
45clearly influences the perspectives of their children. However, rural 
patterns seem to be somewhat different.
Burchinal, after an extensive survey of literature on rural youth, 
states there is a difference in the socialization systems of rural and
43Kahl, op. cit., pp. 186-203.
44W.G. Dyer, "Parental Influence on the Job Attitudes of Children 
from two Occupational Strata," Sociology and Social Research, XLII 
(January-February, 1958), 206.
45Sewell and Shah, using zero-order, partial, and multiple corre­
lation and path analysis found parental encouragement to be a powerful 
intervening variable between socio-economic class background, and 
intelligence of the child and his educational aspirations. See: Sewell
and Shah, op. cit., p. 559.
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urban youth in preparing them for adult roles. Increased similarity in 
the socialization systems of rural and urban youth has led some persons 
to the generalization that value related characteristics of rural and 
urban youth are not very different. A considerable body of data points 
to the opposite conclusion and these differences are noted in school
achievement levels and youth occupational aspirations and achievement
i i 46 levels.
Burchinal compared samples of urban, rural non-farm and farm 
boys in Iowa. The urban boys received more parental encouragement to 
attend college than did the rural non-farm and farm youth. Rural boys 
less frequently reported their parents (1) discussed the boys' occupa­
tion plans with them, and/or (2) were less frequently involved with
47the boys' occupational decision-making processes. Sewell's findings
from a study of rural youth in Wisconsin supported the findings of 
48Burchinal.
46Lee G. Burchinal, "The Rural Family of the Future," Our 
Changing Rural Society, James H. Copp, editor (Ames, Iowa: Iowa State
University Press, 1964), p. 180.
47Lee G. Burchinal, "Differences in Educational and Occupational 
Aspirations of Farm, Small-Town, and City Boys," ££. cit., pp. 116-19.
48Lee G. Burchinal (ed.), Rural Youth in Crisis: Facts, Myths,
and Social Change, United States Department of Health, Educational and 
Welfare (Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office,
1965), pp. 156-61, citing W.H. Sewell, "The Educational and Occupational 
Perspectives of Rural Youth," (paper read at the National Conference on 




Haller, Burchinal and Taves, in a study of rural youth in 
Michigan, suggested some parents have a general plan for their youth 
while others do not care what they do. The former group develop a 
concern for the future in the youth while the latter give little guid­
ance after the youth completes the minimum school requirements of the 
state. They assume the child has information with which to choose for 
himself his future educational and occupation plans. Thus, rural 
youth's later life occupational and educational choices tend to be
limited to the lower levels of the occupational hierarchy (unless others 
49help him).
III. FACTORS RELATED TO CONGRUENCY IN ATTITUDES 
BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN
Researchers concerned with studying the congruency of parent- 
child attitudes generally have not been concerned with the sociological 
variables which account for the high correspondence of attitudes between 
parent and child. Since the question: What are the sociological factors
which are associated with a greater amount of congruency between parent 
and child? remains an important one, it was a primary focus of this 
study.
49A. 0. Haller, Lee Burchinal and Marvin J. Taves, Rural Youth 
Need Help in Choosing Occupations■(East Lansing: Michigan State Univer­
sity, Agriculture Experiment Station Circular Bulletin No. 235, 1963), 
p. 9.
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Families in all societies, making up different social classes,
50train their children according to different norms. Some of the find­
ings relative to variations in child-rearing practices provide guide­
lines for predicting factors possibly associated with high parent-child 
congruency in attitudes.
Erickson found, for example, that middle-class parents supervised 
their children's activities more than lower-class parents. The sociali­
zation practices of the middle class were such as to orient youth to 
middle-class values and to training them for occupational success.
Apparently lower-class parents do not effectively train their youth for
51later life success.
Morland, examining attitudes toward education, found that lower-
class children did not receive training which would encourage academic
success. Lower-class parents realize education is important but do not
take an interest in their children.'s school work. This pattern is
partially explained because of their inability to answer their children's 
52questions. Bossard and Boll support Morland's finding. They found
50Bernard Barber, Social Stratification (New York: Harcourt,
Brace and Company, 1957), p. 267.
51Martha Erickson, Child Rearing and Social Class," American 
Journal of Sociology. LII (November, 1946), 192.
52Thomas E. Lasswell, Class and Stratum (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1965), p. 274, citing John K. Morland, Millwavs of 
Kent (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1958), pp. 105-
51.
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lower-class children were likely to have little parental guidance and
53do whatever was available to them.
MacDonald and associates, in a study of a population ranging from
lower to upper class, found that middle-class children did more things
in the company of their parents. Lower-class children, on the other
hand, participated more in organizations set up for underprivileged 
54children. Davis and Havighurst found middle-class fathers spent more
55time with their children and taught them more themselves.
Family size has also been found to be an important factor related
to educational aspirations of youth. Rehberg and Westby found that the
larger the family the less parents encouraged their children to get 
56higher education.
This concludes the review of literature considered pertinent for 
this study. In summary it may be pointed out this study was designed to 
investigate one facet of the socialization process within family
53James H. S. Bossard and E.S. Boll, The Sociology of Child 
Development (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1960), pp. 367-68.
54M. MacDonald, C. McGuire and R.J. Havighurst, "Leisure Activi­
ties and the Socio-Economic Status of Children," American Journal of 
Sociology. LIV, (May, 1949), 512, 519.
55Lasswell, .op. cit., p. 271, citing Allison Davis and Robert 
J. Havighurst, Father of the Man (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1947).
56Richard A. Rehberg and David L. Westby, "Parental Encouragement, 
Occupation, Education and Family Size: Artifactual or Independent
Determinants of Adolescent Educational Expectations?" Social Forces, XLV 
(March, 1967), 374-75.
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systems. Families are seen as the primary agent of socialization for
the child, because of the roles regulating the relationships and
affectivity of parents. It is hoped the findings of this study will 
help answer the question of whether the traditionally close-knit rural 
family is changing to patterns resembling its urban counterpart.
In the chapter following the setting for the investigation made
is described. This discussion is followed by an account of the 
research procedures followed.
CHAPTER III
THE STUDY AREA AND METHODOLOGICAL PROCEDURE
I. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this chapter is to present the study area and the 
methodology used in gathering and analyzing the data upon which this 
study was based. These data were collected, as explained in Chapter I, 
in an effort to determine the congruency of parent-child response to: 
(1) local issues— with emphasis on conservation of forests, and (2) the 
desired and expected later life aspirations for youth.
The area selected for the study was designated as a "problem 
area" by the Louisiana Forestry Commission because of the high rate of 
man-caused forest fires over the past several years. Such areas exist 
in many other regions of the South.
About 98 per cent of the forest fires occurring in the southern
region'*' of the United States are man-caused. A large percentage of
2these are attributed to incendiarism. Incendiary fires are those 
intentionally set on property not owned or controlled by the persons
^The southern region, as here defined, includes: Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas.
2Southern Forest Experiment Station, Forest Fire Prevention 
Research at the Southern Forest Experiment Station. 1962-1967, A 
Summary Report (Southern Forest Experiment Station, State College: 
Mississippi State University, January 31, 1967), p. 1.
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3setting the fire and without the consent of the owner or owner's agent.
In short, the fire problem is in large part a "people" or a social
problem. Approximately $45 million are spent each year in the southern
4region in preventing and controlling fires. Other costs for these man-
caused fires are not as easily measurable. Jones, Taylor and Bertrand
note these costs:
. . . can be broadly assessed in terms of the recreational 
facilities destroyed or harmed by fires and watershed and soil 
conservation programs which are disrupted. In addition, costs 
which stem from losses of employment potentials in forestry and 
wood-products industries represent an enormous cost directly 
attributable to fire.
Louisiana is one of the states characterized by a continuing
high rate of forest fire occurrence. The striking fact is that over
75 per cent of the wild fires occurring in recent years in Louisiana
gwere incendiary. Since 1965, seven parishes have been designated by 
the Louisiana Forestry Commission as "hot parishes." These parishes 
were the site for 65 per cent of all the fires in the state and
3United States Forest Service, Glossary of Terms Used in Fire 
Control (United States Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Handbook 
No. 104, August, 1956), p. 15.
^A.R. Jones, M. Lee Taylor and A.L. Bertrand, "Some Human Factors 
in Woods Burning ,7t Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 601 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, August, 1965), p. 5.
~*Ibid., p. 6.
^The seven parishes are: Allen, Beauregard, Evangeline,
Livingston, Saint Helena, Saint Tammany and Tangipahoa.
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included 85 per cent of the acreage burned.^
The Louisiana Forestry Commission, concerned with the continuing 
incendiary problem,decided upon an experimental prevention strategy. The 
latter had been suggested by the authors of previous research reports.
The program initiated was designed to combat the fire problem through an 
action program directed toward the alteration of existing "fire" atti­
tudes held by persons in high incendiary areas. After extensive study, 
a parish in western Louisiana was selected as the first site for this 
program. The District Forester in this area had indicated that the fire 
problem was due primarily to two causes: (1) grazing; and (2) teen­
age activities. Upon the basis of this information, the Louisiana 
Forestry Commission program was planned to decrease fires set to 
improve grazing. A longitudinal study was designed to determine the 
effectiveness and evaluate the strategies employed in the implementation 
of the action program put into effect. A report on the success of this 
evaluation is currently being prepared. The second major cause of 
fires--teen-age activity— was not a specific target of the action program 
of the Louisiana Forestry Commission. This fact provided an opportunity 
for the study reported here.
Previous investigations related to forest fires have focused on 
the adult population. The importance of comparing parent-child attitudes 
toward fire setting is self-evident. If children "inherit" the attitudes
^Ralph Wall, "Fire Prevention Analysis and Action Plan" (Louisiana 
Forestry Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, September-October, 1967),
p. 1.
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and beliefs of their parents, it can be expected that the fire problem
will continue. However, if members of the younger generation have a
more favorable attitude toward conservation, the problem can be expected 
8to lessen.
II. LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESEARCH SITE
As stated, the problem under investigation grew out of a larger 
study, which focused on the evaluation of an action program aimed at 
bringing about change in local residents' attitudes toward forestry 
conservation. The selection of the study area was done by the Louisiana 
Forestry Commission in collaboration with the Southern Forest Experiment 
Station and representatives of the United' States Forest Service. The 
first selection criteria was that the site be in one of seven parishes 
in the state characterized by a high rate of man-caused fires. The 
second criteria was that the area bie one in which local forestry 
personnel would be interested in such an experimental project. The 
study area selected was located in Beauregard Parish, in the west central 
part of Louisiana.
The research locale, Ward 7 (a political unit), is located in the 
northeastern tip of Beauregard Parish. This parish includes a total of 
757,760 acres, of which some 60,000 acres are found in Ward 7. The 
western boundary of the Ward line is about 10 miles from the parish
Southern Forest Experiment Station, oj>. cit., p. 4.
36
seat--De Ridder, Louisiana. Bundick Lake borders the study area on the
southwest corner and the north and east sides border Vernon and Allen
Parishes respectively.
The first and larger study made indicated the existence of 11 '
neighborhoods in the ward. The largest neighborhood in the ward was
referred to as Sugartown. It was the first permanent settlement in the 
parish, and was described as follows in 1825.
The village was first a way-station and overnight camping 
stop for travellers. Because Sugar Creek is easy to ford at this 
point, Sugartown later became the well-travelled and direct route 
from Lake Charles to Alexandria and Lecompte. Large cattle drives 
were made along this way, from the holding point at the Harked 
Tree Pens near the present De Ridder airport to the rail shipping 
point at Lecompte.9
Neither Sugartown, nor the remainder of the residence groups in the 
study area, can be considered a community, since most residents must go 
to De Ridder to satisfy some of their needs. The study area is thus 
appropriately characterized as a conglomeration of distinct neighbor­
hoods.
A review of the history of the study area shows that a few 
scattered pioneer settlers came to this section as early as 1815. They 
and their descendants were successful in raising cattle and sheep on 
the open range. The first sheep were brought into the area in the 
1830's and for a while the area was one of the leading wool producing
9Beauregard Parish Sesquicentennial Celebration: 1818-1968 (De
Ridder, Louisiana: Beauregard Parish Historical Society, 1969), p. 8.
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centers of the state. However, today there are no sheep there. After 
trial and experimentation it was found that grassland farming, with 
improved pastures for livestock, was the most practical and lucrative 
type of farming for this cutover coastal plains soil. There is still 
open range grazing, including rather extensive use of the land of 
absentee landowners, and large companies' forest plantations for grazing.
In the early 1900's large lumber mills cut their way into the 
area and gradually consumed the timber reserves. When they moved out 
the land was left in a cutover state. In the mid-1940's, Crosby Chemical, 
a turpentine and pine oil products company, came into the area. This 
company was responsible for the clearing of pine stumps and the eventual 
improvement of pastureland and land on which reforestation could begin. 
Reforestation efforts during the past 15-20 years have changed a very 
large percentage of the open land to pine plantation. One of the local 
leaders for reforestation stated:
We wanted the people to realize that if we could get forest 
products companies into the area, we would have a guaranteed 
strong economy. We had to fight hard against deliberate and 
incessant setting of forest fires, but the people finally identi­
fied with pine trees. Now we are right in the middle of some of 
the finest timber land in the state.10
Today, the study area is approximately 85 per cent commercial forest
land. A little over 50 per cent of the 60,000 acres is owned by large
companies: Crown Zellerback, 25,000 acres; and Hillyer Deutsch Edwards,
*°Marcelle B. Wright, "The Forest is Back, So Is De Ridder," New 
Orleans Times Picayune; Dixie Section, October 5, 1969, p. 13.
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7,000 acres. Other absentee owners of land account for about 33 per 
cent (20,500 acres) of the land. This leaves only approximately 7,500 
acres, which are owned by resident small farmers.
The two leading crops in the area are soybeans and watermelons. 
Acreage in the former has increased considerably during the past two or 
three years. Farming, however, is not a significant source of earnings, 
as few residents receive 50 per cent or more of their income from 
farming. The majority of the area residents receive part of their 
income from employment outside the study area--in neighboring parishes 
or in De Ridder.
Boise Cascade Paper Company announced in 1966 that a multi- 
million-dollar forest products complex was to be constructed four miles 
west of De Ridder (about 15 miles west of the study area). The new 
complex began production in January, 1970. When in full operating force, 
it will employ 425 persons and have an annual payroll of some $2.5 
million.
Bundick Lake, opened in 1961, provides recreation for the people 
in the study area and attracts nonresident sportsmen as well. A skating 
rink in the southeast section of the area (Morril's Skating Rink) brings 
in many teen-agers from surrounding communities.
The consolidation of the Sugartown and Dry Creek schools about 
five years ago, into what is known as East Beauregard High School, 
increased the inter-personal relationships of area residents through 
additional social contact and through heightened local pride in the
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basketball team.
The above provides background information on the area and people 
under study. The setting is one in which long established practices 
such as open range grazing and fire setting to improve grazing are still 
carried on to some extent. Persons' attitudes toward the latter practice 
are of concern to the Louisiana Forestry Commission. Some new develop­
ments in pasture improvement and conservation may have contributed a 
little in the reduction of grazing fires but not a noticeable reduction. 
The problem still exists.
The methodology used in gathering and analyzing data for this 
study are discussed in the following section. This is followed by a 
statement of the hypotheses which were tested in the research endeavor.
III. RESEARCH PROCEDURE
The. Population
The data for this study were collected from parents with children 
presently enrolled in high school, grades 9-12, and from their high 
school children. Forty-nine families met the requirement of a member in 
high school. In instances where the families had more than one child, 
the interviewer collected separate data on attitudes of parents toward 
later life achievement aspirations for each child. Thus, for analysis 
purposes, each individual child and parent (father) was' treated as a 
separate family unit. There were 64 students from the study area 
enrolled in high school. Thus, there was a total N of 64 parent-child
units in the study.
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Measures Used to Determine Congruency of Attitudes
Local issues with emphasis on forestry conservation. Twenty- 
seven statements related to some current local issues were included in 
the questionnaire administered the two groups in the study. Each 
respondent was asked to respond to the 27 items by indicating his 
agreement or disagreement with the statement made. Both positive and 
negative statements were included. (The complete questionnaires for 
both parents and students are in Appendix A.) The choices of response 
were: (1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) neutral, (4) disagree,
(5) strongly disagree. The responses to the items were arranged so 
that the lower the score, the more favorable the attitude.
A factor analysis of the 27 items was done in order to reduce 
the indices to unidimensional categories. Factor analysis is a tech­
nique which can be used to take a large number of operational indices 
and reduce these to a smaller number of conceptual variables. Indices
that cluster together have a common element, are designated as a factor
12and can be identified (named) accordingly. From the rotated matrix, 
it was possible to determine five dimensions (conceptual variables) as
■^Favorable in the sense that this is the way the forestry 
commission would expect them to answer.
12Hubert M. Blalock, Jr., Social Statistics (New York: McGraw
Hill Book Company, 1960), p. 383.
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13measures of local Issues. Thus, 27 statements were essentially 
reduced to five conceptual variables comprising 18 of the Items. The 
remaining nine items were dropped from further analysis. The five 
categories were given a general identification according to the common 
element of the included items. These five conceptual variables 
(community issues), the indices of each and the rotated factor loading 
for each item are given in Table I. The emphasis of these community 
issues is on forestry conservation.
Later life aspirations and expectations for youth. The two
questions designed to determine the parent's desired and expected
educational achievement for his child are as follows:
If your son or daughter could have as much education as you 
desired and were completely free to choose, which one of the 
following would you most desire for them? (one only)
1. Quit high school now
2. Graduate from high school
3. Graduate from high school and then complete a business,
commercial, nurses training, or some other technical 
school program
4. Graduate from a junior college
5. Graduate from a college or university
6 . Complete additional studies after graduating from a college 
or university
What do you really expect your son's or daughter's educational 
attainment will be? (Same responses as above)
The students had the same response choices as the parents. Their
questions were:
13 iA rotated factor loading of .500 and above was used for 
including items in each dimension.
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TABLE I
FACTORIALLY DERIVED COMMUNITY ISSUES, THEIR 





I . REASONS FOR BURNING THE WOODS
If it were not for the high number of forest 
fires in the area the forestry commission 
personnel would have nothing to do.
.738
Except for two or three months of the year 
the forestry commission personnel do not 
do enough work to justify their salaries.
.711
Firing the woods is an established custom 
that ought not be regulated by law.
.649
The only reason for burning the woods is to 
improve grazing.
.616
Burning the woods reduced the number of bugs;, 
snakes, and other pests.
II. ATTITUDE TOWARD PAPER COMPANIES
.556
This community has greatly benefited by 
having International Paper in this area.
.831
This community has greatly benefited by 
having Boise-Cascade in this area.
.740
This community has greatly benefited by 
having Crown-Zellerbach in this area.
.674
This community has greatly benefited by 





Community Issues Factor Loading* 
Attitudinal Indices
III. ATTITUDE TOWARD BURNING LAND
There is no difference in a forester 
burning an area than a cattleman burning.
.659
Individuals who set fires on land they do 
not own do so because they lack the proper 
respect for other's land.
.616
Burning the woods is always more detrimental 
to the woods than it is beneficial.
.538
IV. ATTITUDE TO LAND OWNERSHIP
The woods would receive better care and 
thus be more productive if private 
individuals in this community owned the 
woods rather than large companies.
.736
The woods in Beauregard Parish should be owned 
only by people living in Beauregard Parish.
.684
Large companies restrict the freedom and 
opportunity of persons in this community.
.520
V. ATTITUDES TOWARD AGENCIES' SERVICES
Persons representing the vocational depart­
ment of the school are sincere in attempting 
to assist the people in this community.
.726
Persons representing the forestry commission 
are sincere in attempting to assist the people 
in this community.
.658
Persons representing the Agriculture Extension 
Service are sincere in attempting to assist 
the people in this community.
.603
*Factor loading refers to the correlation between an index and,a 
given factor. XSee Blalock, oj>. cit., p. 386.)
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If you could have as much education as you desired and were 
completely free to choose, which of the following do you most 
desire?
What do you really expect your educational attainment will
be?
For the second measure of later life achievement, parents and 
students were asked to designate a specific occupation in response to 
two open-ended questions to obtain the occupational aspirations and 
expectations.^ The questions asked parents and students were as 
follows:
If you were completely free to choose any job, what would 
you most desire as a kind of work for your son or daughter by 
their age 30? (In answering the question give an exact job.
For example, do not say, "work on the railroad" but tell us 
what railroad job you would like him or her to have.)
List the occupation you expect your child to attain by age
30.
If you were completely free to choose any job, what would 
you desire most as a kind of work by age 30? (In answering 
this question give an exact job. For example, do not say 
"work on the railroad" but tell us what railroad job you would 
like to have.)
Sometimes we are not able to do what we want most. What 
kind of job do you really expect to have by age 30. Please 
give an exact job.
^Haller and Miller suggest that questions asked for the purpose 
of obtaining desired and expected occupational achievement designate a 
period in time when an individual would most likely have attained his 
aspiration. Archibald 0. Haller and Irvin W. Miller, "The Occupational 
Aspiration Scale: Theory, Structure, and Correlates," Agriculture
Experiment Station Bulletin 288 (East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State
University, 1963), pp. 17-28.
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The occupations specified by students and parents were coded in 
a rank hierarchy for analysis.^ The categories in the order named 
were:
1. Professional
2. Owner Manager Official (Including farm)
3. Glamour
4. Clerical and Sales
5. Skilled (Craftsman and foreman)
6. Operatives
7. Service Workers
8 . Laborers (Including farm)
9. Housewife
Analysis of Data
Since the population interviewed in this study was the entire
Ward 7 high school population and their parents, the data relates to
a total universe. For this reason, statistical tests of significance
16were not utilized. Criteria for determining a difference in the two 
populations studied, with respect to their responses, was determined 
prior to analysis. These criteria are discussed below.
For each of the five local issues and their related items, the 
mean response of the parents and children was compared to determine
The hierarchy used was a combination of the census scheme and 
one used by Kuvlesky: United States Bureau of the Census, 1960 Census
of Population, Classified Index of Occupations and Industries 
(Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1960);
and W.P. Kuvlesky and Michael Lever, "Occupational Goals, Expectations, 
and Anticipatory Goal Deflection Experienced by Negro Girls Residing 
in Low-Income Rural and Urban Areas" (Paper read at the Southwestern 
Sociological Society Meetings, Dallas, Texas, March, 1967), p. 5,
^^Margaret J. Hagood, Statistics for Sociologists (New York: 
Henry Holt and Company, 1941), pp. 612-16.
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the congruency of the two groups. For these five issues, a difference 
of means of .55 or greater was accepted as a difference in response 
(incongruency). Any difference smaller than this was accepted as 
congruency between the two groups on the respective measure.
The occupational aspiration and expectation responses of the two 
groups were analyzed in a similar manner. To determine the congruency 
between the two groups toward youth's occupational aspirations and 
expectations, the means of parents' and students' responses were 
determined. As indicated previously, the responses of the two groups 
were categorized on a nine point occupational hierarchy scale. In 
order for this measure of disagreement on occupational achievement to 
be comparable to the disagreement on the five local issues a difference 
of means of 1.00 or more was accepted as incongruency. This will be 
explained in more detail in Chapter IV.
Educational aspirations and expectations were measured by use 
of a six point response category. Again, weighting the acceptance 
level for comparison to the two previous levels, a difference of means 
of . 6 6  or more was needed to statistically state the two groups were 
incongruent.
The second phase of the study was the examination of the 
socio-economic factors related to high or low incongruency. In order 
to carry out this analysis, an incongruency score was needed for each 
parent-child pair for each of the five local issues and the later life 
achievement measures. The following procedure was followed in order
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to develop incongruency index scores.
1. For each of the five local Issues, the maximum incongruency 
score was determined to be equal to the number of items in the category 
times the number of possible responses minus one. For example, the 
maximum disagreement score for the first issue was 5 x (5-1) = 20. In 
order to arrive at the incongruency score for each family unit for 
each category, the actual responses of the parent and the child to 
each item were compared and the difference between the two responses 
recorded. This procedure was carried out for each item in the dimen­
sion. The response differences were then added and the incongruency 
score for that family for that dimension determined.
2. For the occupational aspiration and expectation determined, 
the maximum incongruency score was determined to be eight for each 
measure. The score for each family unit was determined by the 
difference in their occupational hierarchy level. For example, if 
the parent's occupational choice for his child was professional
(1) and the child's choice was clerical and sales, (4) the incongruency 
score was 3. Perfect agreement between parent and child was indicated 
by a score of zero.
3. Educational aspiration and expectation disagreement scores 
were determined in the same manner as occupational incongruency scores. 
Maximum disagreement between parent and child on this measure was 
worked out to be five or the difference in the highest and lowest 
response the respondent could make.
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The incongruency scores of parents and their children were then 
related to eight selected socio-economic factors and four sociological 
variables. (These variables are presented in Table II.) This exercise 
was carried out by use of zero-order correlations and multiple regres­
sion. Two other factors--source of information for the child's occupa­
tional aspiration and whether or not the father achieved his own 
aspiration--were also examined for their association with the 
incongruency scores on the occupational aspiration measure.
IV. HYPOTHESES
The methods used for analyzing parent-child attitude congruency 
were described above. The following empirical hypotheses were postu­
lated in light of the review of literature presented in Chapter II. The 
first general hypothesis to be tested is: There will be congruency in
the responses of rural parents and their children related to local 
community issues.
Empirical Hypothesis 1_: There will be congruency in the responses
of parents and their children with respect to beliefs in why the woods 
should be burned. '
Empirical Hypothesis 2: There will be congruency in the
attitudes of parents and their children toward paper companies owning 
land in their locale.
Empirical Hypothesis 3̂: There will be congruency in the atti­
tudes of parents and their children towards burning woodland.
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TABLE II
SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO 





X 2  Family Networth
X 3 Education of Father
x^ Education of Mother
X5 Number of Parents Employed
xg Father's Occupational Level
X 7 Ownership of Land
xg Size of Place
OTHER VARIABLES 
xg Family Size
x -lo Age of Father
xj^ Age of Mother
xj^ Father's Memberships in Voluntary
Organizations
Empirical Hypothesis 4.: There will be congruency in the atti­
tudes of parents and children toward ownership of land.
Empirical Hypothesis 5.: There will be congruency in the
responses of parents and their children toward the beliefs in the 
sincerity of purpose of government service agencies.
The following empirical hypotheses were postulated in order to 
test the second general hypothesis: There will be incongruency in
the later life achievement goals of youth and their parents.
Empirical Hypothesis 1_: There will be incongruency in the
occupational aspirations of parents for their children and the occupa­
tional aspirations of their child.
Empirical Hypothesis 2: There will be incongruency in the
occupational expectations of parents for their children and the 
occupational expectations of their children.
Empirical Hypothesis 3̂: There will be incongruency in the
educational aspirations of parents for their children and the educa­
tional aspirations of their children.
Empirical Hypothesis 4: There will be incongruency in educa­
tional expectations of parents for their children and the educational 
expectations of their children.
The third general hypothesis to be tested is: There will be a
negative relationship between socio-economic factors and attitude
incongruency scores for parents and their children.
CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF DATA
Having set the stage for this project by stating the problem, 
developing the conceptual framework, developing the hypotheses and 
presenting the methodological procedures, the focus of this chapter will 
be on the specific findings of the research endeavor.
I. GENERAL HYPOTHESIS I
The first general hypothesis predicted that there would be 
congruency between the attitudes of parents and their children on local 
issues. More specifically, it was predicted that parents and students 
would have congruent responses on issues that were related to their 
present daily living. The evidence from the data collected support this 
general hypothesis.
The mean and difference of mean of parents' and students' atti­
tude responses on each of the five dimensions concerning community 
issues and their respective items are presented in Tables III-VII. Four 
of the five tests of empirical hypotheses support the general hypo­
thesis of congruency of parents and their children. The difference of 
means for each of the first four attitude dimensions (Tables III-VI) 
have an average difference of .55 or less which was designated as the cut­
off point for determining congruency. Of the fifteen items in these 
four factors, there is congruency on eleven items.
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The test results of the fifth factor, "attitude toward govern­
ment agencies' services," do not support the general hypothesis. There 
is parent-child incongruency with respect to each of the items composing 
this dimension.
Further examination of the mean response of the parents and 
their children on all the items in Tables III-VII indicates that parents 
expressed a more favorable response to the five factor variables. Of 
the 18 responses involved, parents' mean answers were ranked lower than 
their children's answers on 13.
The high congruency on the second factor (attitude toward paper 
companies) might be explained in terms of an inferred low discriminating 
power between the items used. However, it may be noted the same type 
of items were used in testing the fifth factor, and the results were 
different.
Thus, the evidence from the data offer support to the general 
hypothesis. One could conclude from these findings that parents and 
their children have congruent attitudes toward the issues related to 
their present community situation.
II. GENERAL HYPOTHESIS II
The second general hypothesis predicted that there would be 
incongruency in the goals of parents for their children and of the 
later life achievement goals of the children themselves. Three of the 
four empirical hypotheses devised to test this assumption supported the
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TABLE III
THE MEANS AND DIFFERENCE OF MEANS OF PARENTS' AND THEIR 
CHILDREN'S RESPONSES TO REASONS FOR BURNING THE WOODS




I. REASONS FOR BURNING THE 
WOODS 2.58 2.95 .37
a. If it were not for the 
high number of forest 
fires in the area the 
forestry commission 
personnel would have 
nothing to do.
2.59 2.83 .24
b. Except for two or three 
months of the year the 
forestry commission 
personnel' do not do 
enough work to justify 
their salaries.
2.16 2.67 .51
c. Firing the woods is an 
established custom that 
ought not be regulated 
by law.
1.80 2.25 .45
d. The only reason for burning 
the woods is to improve 
grazing.
2.52 3.23 .71
e. Burning the woods reduced 
the number of bugs, snakes, 
and other pests.
3.81 3.75 .06
^Difference in response = .55 >
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TABLE IV
THE MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS' 




II. ATTITUDE TOWARD PAPER 
COMPANIES 2.36 2.39 .03
a. This community has greatly 
benefited by having Inter­
national Paper in this area.
2.33 2.14 .19
b. This community has greatly 
benefited by having Boise- 
Cascade in this area.
2.39 2.27 . 1 2
c. This community has greatly 
benefited by having Crown 
Zellerback in this area.
2.38 2.47 .09
d. This community has greatly 
benefited by having HDE in 
this area.
2.34 2.67 .33




THE MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS' AND 




III. ATTITUDE TOWARD BURNING 
THE WOODS 2.32 2.70 .38
a. There is no difference 
in a forester burning 
an area than a cattle­
man burning.
1.91 2.33 1.42
b. Individuals who set 
fires on land they do 
not own do so because 
they lack the proper 
respect for other's 
land.
2.17 2 . 2 2 .05
c. Burning the woods is 
always more detrimental 
to the woods than it is 
beneficial.
2 . 8 8 2.55 .33
*Difference in response = .55^ .
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TABLE VI
THE MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS' AND 





IV. ATTITUDE TOWARD LAND
OWNERSHIP 2.52 2.90 .38
a. The woods would receive 
better care and thus be 
more productive if pri­
vate individuals in this 
community owned the woods 
rather than large companies.
3.09 2.98 . 1 1
b. The woods in Beauregard 
Parish should be owned 
only by people living in 
Beauregard Parish.
2.36 3.05 .69
c. Large companies restrict 
the freedom and opportunity 
of persons in this community.
2 .1 1 ' 2 . 6 6 .55
^Difference in response = .55 > .
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TABLE VII
THE MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS1 AND 




V. SINCERITY OF GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE AGENCIES IN 
ASSISTING PEOPLE 1.63 2.38 .75
a. Persons representing 
the vocational depart­
ment of the school are 
sincere in attempting 
to assist the people 
in this community.
1.72 2.52 .80
b. Persons representing 
the forestry commission 
are sincere in attempting 
to assist the people in 
this community.
1.58 2.31 .73
c. Persons representing 
the Agriculture Extension 
Service are sincere in 
attempting to assist the 
people in this community.
1.59 2.30 .71
*Difference in response = .55> .
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general hypothesis. The fourth measure, educational aspiration, did 
not. The means and differences of means computed for parents' and 
students' statements related to occupational aspirations and expecta­
tions and educational aspirations and expectations are presented in 
Tables VIII and IX, respectively.
Three measures, occupational aspirations, occupational expecta­
tions and educational expectations support the general hypothesis. The 
mean educational aspirations (see Table IX), however, does not though 
it is a border line situation.
Further elaboration of the parent-child attitudes towards 
occupational and educational aspirations and expectations was made by 
comparing the parents and children by sex. The comparative findings 
for the parent-son and parent-daughter occupational attitudes are 
shown in Tables X and XI. From these tables, one can see there was a 
larger difference in the mean responses for the daughters than for the 
sons. The differences in educational aspirations and expectations of 
parents-sons and parents-daughters are presented in Tables XII and XIII. 
Here it can be seen that the boys were more incongruent with their
parents than girls. This pattern is especially evident with respect to
1educational expectations.
These findings are also supported by the data in Table XXI in 
Appendix B. The mean parent-child attitude incongruency scores toward 
later life achievements were compared by sex of the child. The males 
and their parents were more congruent on the occupational measures and 




MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS FOR PARENTS' AND THEIR
CHILDREN'S ATTITUDES TOWARD OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS AND
OCCUPATIONAL EXPECTATIONS
Parents Children Difference of means
Mean N Mean N
Occupational
Aspiration 2.03 (64) 3.45 (64) 1.42*
Occupational
Expectation 2.82 (64) 4.30 (64) 1.48‘
^Difference of mean of 1.00^ = difference in parents' and 
children's responses.
TABLE IX
MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS FOR PARENTS' AND CHILDREN'S 







Aspiration 4.63 (64) 4.00 (64) .63*
Educational
Expectation 4.28 (64) 3.58 (64) .70 *




MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS'AND THEIR SONS'











1.78 (32) 3.06 (32)
2.53 (32) 3.66 (32)
1.28*
1.13
*Difference of mean of 1.00> = difference of parents' and 
children's responses.
TABLE XI
MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF 
PARENTS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD 
OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION AND OCCUPATIONAL EXPECTATION
Parents Daughters Difference of means
Mean N Mean N •
Occupational
Aspiration 2.28 (32) 3.84 (32) 1.56*
Occupational
Expectation 3.13 (32) 4.94 (32) 1.81
*Difference of means of 1.00 ) = difference of parents' and
children's responses.
TABLE XII
MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF PARENTS' AND THEIR SONS'








Aspiration 4.88 (32) 4.12 (32) .76*
Educational
Expectation 4.78 (32) 3.75 (32) 1.03
^Difference of means of . 6 6  > = difference in parents' and 
children's responses.
TABLE XIII
MEANS AND DIFFERENCES OF MEANS OF 
PARENTS' AND THEIR DAUGHTERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD 







Aspiration 4.38 (32) 3.88 (32) .50*
Educational
Expectation 3.78 (32) 3.41 (32) .37
^Difference of means of .66) = difference in parents' and
children's responses.
An examination of the response means in all tables indicates that 
parents had higher later life achievement and expectations for their 
children than did the children themselves. Parents generally aspired 
to and expected occupations for their children in the upper occupational 
level (professional) while their sons and daughters aspired to and 
expected occupations in the lower professional or upper-middle occupa­
tional levels. Taking into account the area studied and its surrounding 
locale, it would seem the students were more realistic in their aspira­
tions than were their parents. The responses relative to educational 
aspirations were not so divergent, and were more in keeping with 
students' occupational aspirations and expectations.
The data offer some support to the general hypothesis that there 
would be incongruency in the responses of parents and their children 
toward the later life achievement goals of the latter. The empirical 
hypotheses are themselves measures of future orientations but in 
different time dimensions. The occupational measures were definitely 
more future oriented for all grades of students while the educational 
measures, though future oriented, are more in the foreseeable future.
One would expect, based on the general hypothesis above, there would 
be greater incongruency on the more future oriented measures (occupa­
tional) than the other measures (educational). The data support such a 
proposition.
The analysis made support the two general hypotheses that the
visibility of issues with respect to a time dimension are related to
attitudinal congruency of parents and their children toward these
issues. Statements on issues of current community concern were more
congruent than statements on future oriented issues.
III. GENERAL HYPOTHESIS III
The second major objective of this study was the determination
of what sociological factors would be associated with incongruency in
attitude response between parents and children. The third general
hypothesis set up postulated a negative relationship between selected
socio-economic variables and incongruency scores.
The relationship between the selected sociological variables
(independent variables) and the parent-child attitude incongruency
scores (dependent variables) were analyzed by use of zero-order
correlations and multiple regression. The former indicates the degree
or strength of relationship between each independent and dependent 
2variable. The latter, multiple regression analysis, is an attempt 
to predict a single dependent variable from a number of independent 
variables."*
Zero-Order Correlation Analysis
Zero-order correlations were computed for the ten independent 
variables and the parent-child incongruency scores obtained relative to
2Hubert M. Blalock, Jr., Social Statistics (New York: McGraw Hill
Book Company, 1960), p. 285.
64
later life achievement aspirations and expectations^ and four of the 
five local issues. Those local issues used and the order listed in 
Tables XIV and XVI are: V. '.'Attitude Toward Government Agencies'
Services;" I. "Reasons for Burning the Woods;" III. "Attitude Toward 
Burning the Woods;" IV. "Attitude Toward Land Ownership." The dimen­
sion "Attitude Toward Paper Companies" was dropped from this analysis 
because there was relatively close agreement between the two groups 
and it was felt the items were not discriminating. The zero-order 
correlations are presented in Table XIV. It will be noted that the 
socio-economic variables have been separated from the other four 
measures. From Table XV, one can see the number of times the socio­
economic variables were correlated to the dependent variables in the 
direction predicted. Nearly 70 per cent of the correlations were 
negative. Thus, the hypothesis that socio-economic factors are 
negatively associated to parent-child incongruency receives support.
This is true even though these correlations are generally low. The 
general conclusion which can be made is that incongruency increases as 
one moves from higher to lower social class. Stated positively, in 
families with high socio-economic levels, parents and their children 
would be more congruent in their attitudes and feelings about local and 
future issues.
S)he later life achievement measures in Tables XIV and XVI will be 
labeled as follows: (OA) Occupational Aspiration; (OE) Occupational
Expectation; (EA) Educational Aspiration; (EE) and Educational Expecta­
tions .
TABLE XIV
ZERO-ORDER CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SELECTED SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES AND PARENT-CHILD INCONGRUENCY 
SCORES ON YOUTHS* LATER LIFE ASPIRATIONS AND FOUR LOCAL ISSUES
Independent OA OE EA . EE Local Issues
Variables V I III IV
SOCIO-ECONOMIC VARIABLES
Family Income -.212 .138 -.138 -.164 -.155 -.138 -.003 .032
Family Networth -.111 -.173 -.127 .016 -.192 -.317 -.026 .048
Education of Father -.095 .103 -.128 -.036 -.256 -.182 -.088 -.177
Education of Mother -.017 .079 -.130 -.126 -.186 .126 -.125 -.028
No. Parents Employed .207 -.068 -.066 .198 .018 -.136 .101 -.006
Father's Occupational 
Level -.123 -.074 -.315 -.159 -.004 -.115 .016 -.143
Ownership of Land -.087 -.031 .263 -.144 -.085 .069 -.193 .206
Size of Place -.102 -.234 .027 .328 -.126 -.230 .026 .050
OTHER VARIABLES
Family Size .081 .269 -.184 -.092 .067 .101 .273 -.091
Age of Mother .167 -.115 -.020 .099 -.001 -.146 -.101 -.035
Age of Father .176 -.039 .110 .101 .172 -.024 -.012 -.015
Father's Memberships in  
Voluntary Organizations -.057 -.047 -.009 -.001 .059 -.318 .024 .048
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TABLE XV
THE NUMBER OF TIMES THE INDEPENDENT SES 
VARIABLES AND THE DEPENDENT VARIABLES ARE 
CORRELATED IN THE PREDICTED DIRECTION
Socio-Economic Variables Sign of the Correlation
+ Total
Family Income 6 2 8
Family Networth 6 2 8
Education of Father 7 1 8
Education of Mother 6 2 8
Number of Parents Employed 4 4 8
Father's Occupational Level 7 1 8
Ownership of Land 5 3 8
Size of Place 4 4 8
TOTAL 45 19 73
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The relationship of the four other sociological variables tested 
to the dependent variables were not as clear cut as the socio-economic 
variables. One would have expected a positive correlation between the 
dependent variables of family size, age of father, and age of mother 
and attitude congruency. However, the signs of the correlation 
coefficients are mixed and do not lend support to this hypothesis.
Multiple Regression Analysis
In order to further test the relationship between the independent 
sociological variables, and dependent Variables (incongruency scores) 
multiple regression analysis was used. The multiple correlations and 
the percentage of variance explained by the various independent variables 
are presented in Table XVI. The multiple correlations ranged from .35 
to .51, when the twelve independent variables were analyzed. The 
highest multiple correlations are found between the incongruency scores 
of parents and child on education goals for the latter. Approximately 
twenty-five per cent of the variance is explained on these measures.
The socio-economic measures explained more variance in all 
cases than the other four variables. However, from Table XVI one can 
see that the other variables generally explained about one-third to 
one-half of the total variance.
Though the total variance explained for the eight dependent 
variables is relatively small, the multiple regression analysis results 
support the proposition that socio-economic factors are important in 
accounting for incongruency in parent-child responses. There is need
TABLE XVI
MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS OF SELECTED SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES AND PARENT-CHILD 
ATTITUDE INCONGRUENCY SCORES SHOWING THE PERCENTAGE OF VARIANCE EXPLAINED
■ Dependent Variables
Independent OA OE EA EE Local Issues
Variables









SOCIO-ECONOMIC VARIABLES (12.56)* (12.03) (17.42) (23.69) (9.71) (15.48) (10.21) (10.55)
Family Income 1.12 3.01 .86 2.49 .10 .44 .85 .78
Family Networth 2.23 5.09 .16 .13 .96 5.73 .01 .31
Education of Father .47 1.51 1.75 .10 5.35 3.15 .43 3.54
Education of Mother .19 .18 1.32 1.30 1.24 3.26 1.05 .06
No. Parents Employed 2.36 .07 .43 1.64 .64 2.39 3.96 .00
Father's Occupational Level 4.73 2.00 8.38 3.43 .14 .30 1.88 1.69
Ownership of Land .03 .04 3.96 1.46 1.08 .20 .95 4.07
Size of Place 1.42 .13 .56 13.14 .17 .01 1.08 .10
OTHER VARIABLES (6.56)** (10.14) (8.55) (1.48) (7.45) (8.10) (8.84) (1.52)
Family Size .66 7.25 3.37 .84 .44 1.02 7.46 .82
Age of Father 4.76 .34 .24 .54 4.33 .02 .80 .25
Age of Mother 1.14 1.65 3.64 .07 2.07 2.20 .56 .00
Father's Memberships in 
Voluntary Organizations .00 .90 1.30 .03 .61 4.86 .02 .45
TOTAL VARIANCE EXPLAINED 19.12 22.17 25.97 25.17 17.16 23.58 19.05 12.07
♦Variance explained by Socio-Economic Variables.
♦♦Variance explained by other Variables.
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for further examination of sociological variables.
IV. FURTHER ANALYSIS OF PARENT-CHILD ATTITUDE 
INCONGRUENCY TOWARD OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS
i j •
Source of Youths1 Information for Their Occupational Aspirations 
In light of the findings that there is a difference in the 
thinking of parents and their children as to what the occupational 
aspirations of the latter should be, one might expect that parents 
were not a primary source for their children's occupational goals. The 
students interviewed had been asked: "What source of information do
you believe has been of most help in your decision of the job you would 
most like to do?" Students' responses were dichotomized into "parents" 
and "others". The responses made were found to support the assumption 
that parents were not primarily influential in this respect. (See Table 
XVII). Only thirty-seven per cent (19) of the students indicated their 
parents were their prime source of orientation. One might expect that 
this latter group would exhibit a lower parent-child incongruency score 
relative to occupational aspirations than those who indicated their 
source of information was outside the nuclear family. It can be seen 
in Table XVII that this was not the case. This group was more congruent 
(1.44) than the former (2,53).
Taking the above analysis a step further, the data in Table XVIII 
supported the finding that incongruency and income are negatively 
related. The mean parent-child congruency score on occupational
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TABLE XVII
YOUTHS' SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS AND MEAN PARENT-CHILD INCONGRUENCY 
SCORE ON OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION
Source of Information*
Parent Other
N % N %
19 (37) 32 (63)
Mean parent-child 
Incongruency score on
Occupational Aspiration 2.53** 1.44
*Thirteen other students did not respond to this question. 
**Greatest incongruency,
TABLE XVIII
MEAN PARENT-CHILD OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION INCONGRUENCY 
SCORE AND YOUTHS' SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR 
OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION BY FAMILY INCOME
Source of Information* 
Parent Other
High Low High Low
Family Income (14) (5) (20) (12)




aspiration was calculated according to students' source of information, 
and controlling for family income. In both instances of "parent" and 
"other", as source of occupational information, the mean incongruency 
score for those families having high income was lower than those fami­
lies with low income. Parents and their children were most congruent 
(.95) where students mentioned "others" as their source of occupational 
information and family income was high.
Father's Occupational Achievement
The incongruency scores of parents and their children relative 
to occupational aspiration measures were also analyzed when controlling 
for whether or not the father had achieved his occupational goals. 
Hypothetically, one would expect that parent-child incongruency would 
be less in those instances where the father had achieved his occupa­
tional aspiration. The findings do, in fact, support this proposition. 
(See Table XIX).
Two results might be expected when the parent-child incongruency 
score on occupational aspirations is calculated according to the youths' 
source of information controlling for father's own occupational achieve­
ment. (1) Students who mentioned parents as their primary source of 
occupational information would more often have fathers who had achieved 
their aspirations. (2) This group would also have the lowest incon­
gruency score between parents and child occupational goals for the latter. 
These two expectations were not substantiated by this study. (See Table 
XX), Students who mentioned information from others as the basis for
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TABLE XIX
MEAN PARENT-CHILD INCONGRUENCY ON ATTITUDE TOWARD 
OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION BY FATHER'S ACHIEVEMENT OR 









Between Parent and Child 1.75 2.15**
*N =52, definite information available on these cases. 
**Most incongruent.
TABLE XX
MEAN PARENT-CHILD INCONGRUENCY ON OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATION ATTITUDE ACCORDING TO YOUTHS' SOURCE OF 





















Child Incongruency 3.33* 2.92 1.25 1.63
*Most Incongruent. **N = 43.
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their occupational choice more often had fathers who had achieved their 
aspirations. In cases where parents were the source of information and 
the father had achieved his occupational aspiration, there appeared the 
largest incongruency score (3.33).
In sum, parents were not an important influence in the decisions 
of youth about occupational goals. There was more congruency between 
the parents' occupational aspiration for the child and the qhild's 
occupational aspiration when the youth derived their inspiration from 
sources other than parents. The previous finding that incongruency 
increases as socio-economic factors decrease was substantiated by the 
further tests made. Interestingly, incongruency between parents' 
and their children's aspirations for the latter was greater in instances 
where the father had not achieved his own occupational goals.
A review of the general findings of this study will be presented 
in the following chapter with some discussion about some findings.
Also, the implications of these findings for future research and govern­
ment service agencies are discussed.
CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS
The major objective of this study was to determine the degree of 
transference (socialization) of attitudes from parents to their children 
op issues with two different time references. One set of attitudes was 
related to current local issues (with emphasis on forestry conservation) 
while the second set was future oriented (occupational and educational 
aspirations and expectations for the youth). Two roles were investi­
gated: the father's role of teacher and his role of counselor. The
former was studied because it related to the transference of the 
father's attitudes toward local issues to his child. The latter role 
was studied because it related to the father's influence on his child's 
later life achievement plans.
A second objective was the determination of factors which might 
account for degrees of incongruency between the attitudes of parents 
and the attitudes of their children.
I. CONCLUSIONS.
Parent-Child Attitudes Were More Congruent on Current Local Matters 
Than on Future Oriented Matters
The data collected indicated that parent-child attitudes were 
more congruent on attitudes toward local issues with emphasis on forestry 
conservation than on future oriented later life achievement goals for
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youth. One can conclude from these findings that there was a high 
degree of socialization of attitudes from parents to their children on 
issues related to their present community situation.
A comparison of the mean responses indicated no difference 
between parents' and their children's attitudes on four local issues.
The local issues were: I. Beliefs why the woods should be burned,
II. Attitude toward paper companies, III. Attitude toward burning the 
woods, and IV. Attitude toward land ownership. On a fifth issue, 
"Attitude Toward Government Agencies' Services," there was a difference 
in the responses (incongruency) of parents and their children. In 
general, parents expressed more positive attitudes on all the indices 
relating to local issues.
There are at least three possible explanations for the difference 
in response on the fifth issue. (1) The parents in the past may have 
had more personal contact with government agency representatives and 
used the services of these agencies while the students only knew of 
them vaguely. (2) Jenning's and Niemi's observation that the more 
abstract the measure the more incongruent are the parents' and their 
children's responses provide a second partial explanation for the 
difference found. Attitudes toward government agencies' services are 
more abstract than were the other issues. The services of these 
agencies are not likely to be a topic of "dinner-table" discussion.
(3) A third explanation might be in the fact that young people are 
apparently entertaining growing negative feelings about "the establish­
ment". All the above explanations need further testing before they can
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be accepted.
Findings relative to parents' attitudes and those of their 
children toward future occupational and educational goals of the latter 
offered support for the hypothesis that parents and their children are 
more incongruent in attitudes on future oriented issues. Greater incon­
gruency was found between parents' and their children's responses on 
occupational aspirations and expectations than on educational aspira­
tions and expectations. This finding might be accounted for by the 
fact that educational goals have more immediate "visibility" than the 
more future oriented occupational goals. Overall, parents had higher 
occupational and educational goals and expectations for their children 
than the latter had for themselves. These findings lend support to 
studies by Burchinal and others, who suggested that rural parents and 
their children would not be congruent in attitudes toward later life 
achievement.
Comparisons made of sex differences indicated that parents and 
their daughters were more incongruent than parents and their sons on 
occupational aspirations and expectations. This pattern can be attri­
buted to the larger number of girls expecting to be housewives.
Parents desired and expected their sons to attain higher occupational 
levels than their daughters.
Boys' attitudes were more incongruent with their parents* attitudes 
toward educational aspirations and expectations than was true for girls. 
Parents, again, desired and expected their sons to achieve higher
educational attainment than their daughters.
Two possible explanations for this incongruency of parent-child 
later life achievement attitudes may be suggested. (1) The rural 
parents in this study had relatively low educational and occupational 
levels. They possibly wanted more for their children than they had been 
able to achieve. (2) Rural parents do not realize the complexity of the 
present occupational structure and are unable to advise their children 
realistically on later life aspirations.
Socio-Economic Factors Were Negatively Related to Parent-Child 
Incongruency Scores
The population in this study could reasonably be divided into 
lower-class and middle-class.'*' Social class, in general, was negatively 
related to parent-child incongruency of attitudes, i.e., as one moves 
up in social class, incongruency between parents and children decreases. 
The socio-economic factors and the variables of family size, father's 
and mother's ages, and father's memberships in voluntary organizations 
accounted for a relatively small amount of the variance in parent-child 
incongruency scores on each of the issues. Socio-economic factors 
explained the greatest proportion of the total variance accounted for by
^The following means on some family socio-economic measures 
support this classification: Family income, $4,000-$4,999; Fathers'
educational"'Sttainmfent, "ninth grade'; Mothers1 educational attainment, 
tenth grade; Family net worth, $15,000-$19,000; Fathers' occupational 
level, "Craftsmen and Foremen."
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the selected sociological variables.
Parents are not an Important Source of Information on Youths1 
Occupational Goals
Burchinal and others, as noted previously, state there is little 
discussion between rural youth and their parents on the later life goals 
for the former. They also suggest that rural youth turn to others 
outside the family for information on occupational matters. Such a 
proposition is supported by the data in this study. Almost two-thirds 
of the students indicated their source of information on occupational 
aspirations was outside their families. Interestingly, these students 
were also more congruent with their parents on the response related to 
their future occupational level.
Fathers who had achieved their occupational goals were more 
congruent with their children on the latter's occupational aspirations 
than fathers who had not achieved their ambitions. However, fathers 
who had achieved their aspirations were not generally the primary source 
of information for their children's occupational aspirations.
II. IMPLICATIONS
Implications for Future Research
The findings of this research endeavor lend support to the 
findings of Hough, Summers and O'Meara that the decline of familism and 
the loss of function by the rural family should not be extended to the 
socialization of attitudes of rural youth. However, this writer suggests,
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based on the data collected, the influence of rural parents on the
development of their children's attitudes is more pronounced on-curreht,
visible and local issues. Thus, parents and their children would not
hold similar attitudes on abstract or more future oriented issues.
2Further research is needed to validate this proposition. Additional 
research is also needed to determine whether the findings from this 
Study might differ from the findings of a study of urban parents and 
children, using both later life achievement goals and other future 
oriented issues.
Another area of needed research is pointed to by the findings 
of this work. This is a study of factors which might account for the 
varying degree of socialization which occur between parents and their 
children. The factors utilized in this study accounted for only a 
small proportion of variance in parent-child incongruency in attitudes.
Implications for The Forestry Commission and Other Service Agencies 
The findings of this study have implications for the forestry 
commission and other service agencies. The fact of students' more 
negative attitudes toward government agencies' services implies that 
programs of these agencies have not been successful in gaining the 
support of the youth. This may be attributed to a lack of contact
2Other future oriented issues should be used to test the proposi­
tion since the future issues used in this study may have been partially 
affected by the fact that rural parents were not found to be an important , 
source of influence on their childrens' later life achievement goals.
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between the representatives of these agencies and high school youth or 
a lack of evidence that these organizations are assisting their parents 
and other adults in the community. Thus, it seems an evaluation of 
present programs is needed if young people are to be given a more 
favorable attitude toward these agencies.
Previous researchers on the forest fire, problem have questioned 
whether the fire problem is likely to grow less acute as the older 
generation "dies out" and if the younger generation of rural residents 
have learned the woods burning attitudes of their elders. The data 
collected indicate that the children do "inherit" the attitudes of 
their parents toward forestry conservation to a considerable extent. 
Though the attitudes of the younger set were essentially congruent with 
their parents, the youth were less favorable on most of the forestry 
conservation issues. Thus, it can be assumed that the fire problem will 
continue unless the attitudes of local young people are changed.
Present "educational" programs directed toward gaining student 
support for forestry conservation evidently has not been completely 
successful.. If the conclusions of this research are valid, one way of 
bringing about a change in the attitudes of the youth is to change 
negative attitudes of their parents or reinforce parents' favorable 
attitudes. A second possible method of changing youths'unfavorable 
attitudes is to dispense with existing "mass" programs and concentrate 
on a personal relationship with the youth.
The data collected also have implications for the schools rural 
children attend. These schools have the important task of providing
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guidance for rural youth in their preparation for future educational 
and occupational goals. The guidance that is needed is essentially 
threefold: (1) Provide counseling for rural parents so that they may
realistically see the occupational and educational requirements their 
children need and will use. These parents then can in turn give better 
assistance to their children. (2) Provide classroom instruction 
designed to prepare and encourage rural youth for realistic future 
achievement goals. (3) Provide guidance for youth, so that they will 
know what is available fori: th^m'intthe- occupational -structure'and'what
is required of them to attain these goals,
* ,In conclusion, the findings of this study emphasize that the
rural family is still an important socializing agency for the devel­
opment of their children's attitudes, However, the rural family is 
more effective on attitudes relating to local issues than on future 
oriented issues. With respect to the latter, other persons outside 
the family were found to be an important source of information on 
youth's attitudes toward occupational goals. All in all, the hypo­
thesis that the rural family is losing it's strong influence on its 
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*The following questionnaire includes only those questions related 
to this study which were asked in connection with a larger benchmark 
study designed to evaluate an action program.
Questionnaire No,
WARD 7, BEAUREGARD PARISH
Department of Rural Sociology 
Louisiana State University 
in
Cooperation With the 
Southern Forest Experiment Station
Name of Head of Household _____________________ ____
House Appearance ________________________








1. What is the name of this community? ______________________________
2. Do you own _____ rent _____ or live free _____ on this place?
3. How many acres are there on this place? _____ acres.
4a. Will you please look at this card and tell me the number that
corresponds to your family's total yearly income before deductions 
for taxes, bonds, dues, or other items. If income is from farming 
or other business enterprise, what is the income after business 
expenses were paid?
(hand card to respondent) _________________________
Responses on Card:
(0 1 ) $0-499 (09) $6,000-6,999
(0 2 ) $500-999 (1 0 ) $7,000-7,999
(03). $1,000-1,499 (U) $8,000-8,999
(04) $1,590-1,999 (1 2 ) $9,000-9,999




4b. Approximately what per cent of your family income comes from farm
income?
a) ____________ 1 0 0  per cent
b) ____________ 75 per cent
c) _____________ 50 per cent
d) _____________ 25 per cent
e) ___________ no farm income
5a. What is the source of your non-farm income?
Current employment ________________________
Source other than current employment ______
5b. If currently employed:
For whom do you work? (Name of occupation, company, organization 
or other employer).
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Occupation Employer How long have you
worked at this place?
Head
Wife
How far must you (head of household) travel to your place of work? 
_____________ miles.




7. Do any of your sheep or cattle graze on open range? ____  Yes
  No.
















We would like for you to give us the following information about 
the members of this household:
e*








*Code for columns b and e:
b   e
1 . father 4. daughter 1 . Baptist
2 . mother 5. son-in-law 2 . Methodist
3. son 6 . daughter-in-law 3. Catholic
7. grandparent 4. Pentecost
5. Other
(Note: At this p’oint you will determine whether you will use the
following Later Life Achievement. Section II. If they have 
children enrolled in grades 9-12, use that set of questions).
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II. LATER LIFE ACHIEVEMENT
(Go to section III if there are no children in the household who are 
currently enrolled in grades 9-12).
The following are a series of questions concerning your occupational and 
educational desires and expectations for your son(s) and daughter(s).
1. When you were younger, say in your teens, what occupation did you 
desire to attain? ___
2. If your son(s) or daughter(s) could have as much education as you 
desired and were completely free to choose, which of the following 
would you most like for them, (one only)
(1) Quit high school
(2) Graduate from high school
(3) Graduate from high school
and then complete a business, 
commercial, nurses training, or 
some other technical school program
(4) Graduate from a junior college
(5) Graduate from a college or university
(6 ) Complete additional studies after 
graduating from a college or university
Name Educational Aspiration
3. What do you really expect your son(s) or daughter(s) educational 
attainment will be? (only one; use the same responses as in 2 ).
Name Educational Expectation
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4. If you were completely free to choose any job, what would you most 
desire as a kind of work for your son(s) or daughter(s) by their
age 30? (In answering the question give an exact job. For example,
do not say, "work on the railroad" but tell us what railroad job you
would like him or her to have).
a
Name Job
5. List the occupation (specific job) you expect your children to attain 
(by age 30).
Name Job
6 . What source of information do you believe has been of most help in 
your child(ren)'s decision of the job he would most like to do?___
1 . Parents 6 . Movies or TV
2 . Friends 7. Occupational handbooks
3. High school counselor 8 . Personal job experience
4. Teachers 9. Other (What?
5. Relatives other than 
parents
III. LOCAL ISSUES
I am going to repeat a number of statements about some current issues. 
After each statement, I would like you to tell me which of the positions 
on this card represents your feeling about the statement. (Interviewer: 
Hand respondent card and make sure he is familiar with response categories 
before beginning. Use the 3 (neutral) if respondent does not answer or 
says— I do not know.)
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INTERVIEWER
Items on Card Code for Recording Responses
1 . I strongly agree 1 . Strongly agree
2 . I agree 2 . Agree
3. I disagree 3. Neutral
4. I strongly disagree 4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree
1. 1 2  3 4 5 The future of the area's economy lies largely in the
development of forests.
2. 5 4 3 2 1 The woods in Beauregard Parish should be owned only
by people living in Beauregard Parish.
3. 5 4 3 2 1 The woods would receive better care and thus be more
productive if private individuals in this community owned the woods 
rather than large companies.
4. 1 2  3 4 5 There is little difference among the large companies
regarding their attitudes toward this community and its people.
5. 5 4 3 2 1 There is no difference in a forester burning an area
than a cattleman burning.
6 . 5 4 3 2 1 Burning the woods is always more detrimental to the
woods than it is beneficial.
7. 1 2  3 4 5 Individuals who set fires on land they do not own
do so because they lack the proper respect for other's land.
8 . 5 4 3 2 1 Firing the woods is an established custom that ought
not be regulated by law.
9. 1 2  3 4 5 Too many people do not realize the danger involved
in burning the woods.
10. 5 4 3 2 1 One should be more concerned about a fire in a
neighbor's small wood lot than a fire in a company owned woods.
11. 1 2  3 4 5 People in this community should encourage large
paper companies to build factories in this area.
12. 5 4 3 2 1 If it were not for the high number of forest fires in
the area the forestry commission personnel would have nothing to do.
13. 5 4 3 2 1 Except for two or three months of the year the
forestry commission personnel do not do enough work to justify their 
salaries.
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14. 5 4 3 2 1 Many woods fires are set to make the forestry
personnel do more work.
15. 5 4 3 2 1 Large companies restrict the freedom and opportunity
of persons in this community.
16. 1 2  3 4 5 Persons representing the Agriculture Extension
Service are sincere in attempting to assist the people in this 
community.
17. 1 2  3 4 5 Persons representing the forestry commission are
sincere in attempting to assist the people in this community.
18. 1 2  3 4 5 Persons representing the vocational department of
the school are sincere in attempting to assist the people in this 
community.
19. 5 4 3 2 1 The only reason for burning the woods is to improve
grazing.
20. 1 2  3 4 5 Persons who intentionally set wood fires on other
people's land should be prosecuted as criminals.
21. 1 2  3 4 5 More fires today are started carelessly than
intentionally.
22. 1 2 3 4 5 A lot of fires are caused by people who want revenge.
23.-5 4 3 2 1 Burning the woods reduced the number of bugs, snakes,
and other pests.
24. 1 2  3 4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having
Crown-Zellerback in this area.
25. 1 2  3 4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having
Boise-Cascade in this area.
26. 1 2  3 4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having
International Paper in this area.
27. 1 2  3 4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having
HDE in this area.
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE
CONFIDENTIAL Questionnaire No.
WARD 7: BEAUREGARD PARISH
YOUTH STUDY
Department of Rural Sociology 
Louisiana State University 
in
Cooperation With the 
Southern Forest Experiment Station
This set of questions is a study of high school students to 
learn about what students think about their future occupational and 
educational desires and expectations and what they think about local 
issues.
THIS IS NOT A TEST! There are no right or wrong answers. We 
are only interested in finding out your opinions about some important 




1. How old were you on your last birthday? __________ '
2. Sex (Circle one number): 1 Male 2 Female
3. What school grade are you in? (Circle the number jhn front of your 
grade):
1 Ninth 2 Tenth 3 Eleventh 4 Twelfth
4. What is your religious preference? (Circle one number):
1. Baptist 4. Pentecost
2. Methodist 5. Other
3. Catholic
5. If you were completely free to choose any job what would you desire 
most as a kind of work by age 30? (In answering this question give
a specific job. For example, do not say "work on the railroad" but
tell us what railroad job you would like to have). Write your 
answer in the space below.
6 . Sometimes we are not able to do what we want most. What kind of job 
do you really expect to have by age 30. (Write your answer in the 
space below). Please give a specific job.
7. What source of information do you believe has been of most help in 
your decision of the job you would most like to do? Indicate the 
one that has been the most help, if more than one, rank them in 
importance. (Only rank those that have been of most help).






Relative other __________  Other: _____
than parents
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8. If you could have as much education as you desired and were
completely free to choose, which of the following do you most
desire. (Circle one only)
(1) Quit high school
(2) Graduate from high school
(3) Graduate from high school and then complete a business,
commercial, nurses training, or some other technical 
school program
(4) Graduate from a junior college
(5) Graduate from a college or university
(6 ) Complete additional studies after graduating from a 
college or university
9. What do you really expect to do about your education? (Circle only'
one number).
(1) Quit high school
(2) Graduate from high school
(3) Graduate from high school and then complete a business,
commercial, nurses training, or some other technical 
school program
(4) Graduate from a junior college
(5) Graduate from a college or university
(6 ) Complete additional studies after graduating from a college 
or university
II. LOCAL ISSUES
The following are a number of statements about forestry, industry and 
agriculture. After each statement, I would like you to tell me which 
of the positions listed below represents your feeling about the state­
ment. (Circle the number that is your answer before each question. 
Leave blank if you do not know).
1. I strongly agree 4. I disagree
2. I agree 5. I strongly disagree
1. 1 2  4 5 The future of the area's economy lies largely in the
development of forests.
2. 5 4 2 1 The woods in Beauregard Parish should be owned only by
people living in Beauregard Parish.
3. 5 4 2 1 The woods would receive better care and thus be more
productive if private individuals in this community owned the woods 
rather than large companies.
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4. 1 2  4 5 There is little difference among the large companies
regarding their attitudes toward this community and its people.
5. 5 4 2 1 There is no difference in a forester burning an area
than a cattleman burning.
6 . 5 4 2 1 Buring the woods is always more detrimental to the
woods than it is beneficial.
7. 1 2  4 5 Individuals who set fires on land they do not own do
so because they lack the proper respect for other's land,
8 . 5 4 2 1 Firing the woods is an established custom that ought
not be regulated by law.
9. 1 2  4 5 Too many people do not realize the danger involved in
burning the woods.
10. 5 4 2 1 One should be more concerned about a fire in a
neighbor's small wood lot than a fire in a company owned woods.
11. 1 2  4 5 People in this community should encourage large paper
companies "to build factories in this area.
12. 5 4 2 1 If it were not for the high number of forest fires in
the area the forestry commission personnel would have nothing to 
do.
13. 5 4 2 1 Except for two or three months of the year the
forestry commission personnel do not do enough work to justify 
their salaries.
14. 5 4 2 1 Many woods fires are set to make the forestry personnel
do more work.
15. 5 4 2 1 Large companies restrict the freedom and opportunity
of persons in this community.
16. 1 2  4 5 Persons representing the Agriculture Extension Service
are sincere in attempting to assist the people in this community.
17. 1 2 4 5 Persons representing the forestry commission are
sincere in attempting to assist the people in this community.
18. 1 2  4 5 Persons representing the vocational department of the
school are sincere in attempting to assist the people in this
community.
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19. 5 4 2 1 The only reason for burning the woods is to improve
grazing.
20. 1 2 4 5 Persons who intentionally set wood fires on. ot:her
people's land should be prosecuted as criminals.
21. 1 2  4 5 More fires today are started carelessly than inten­
tionally.
22. 1 2 4 5 A lot of fires are caused by people who want revenge.
23. 5 4 2 1 Burning the woods reduced the number of bugs, snakes,
and other pests.
24. 1 2  4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having Crown-
Zellerback in this area.
25. 1 2  4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having Boise-
Cascade in this area.
26. 1 2  4 5 This community has greatly benefited by having Inter­
national Paper in this area.





MEAN PARENT-CHILD INCONGRUENCY ON THE LATER LIFE 













Expectation 1 . 2 2 .84
*The larger the mean, the greater incongruency.
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